





October 1954 





Field Notes 
25 Cents 


5 


rm) 
A 4 
> 
o 
“ 
r) 
= 
= 
o 
& 
= 
— 
“ 
=] 
e 
£ 
- 
= 
= 
= 
< 
° 
2 
° 
r) 
2 
= 
x) 
UV 
2 
> 
- 
a 
ry) 
° 
” 
c 
° 
2 
3 
=) 
3 
< 
3 
e 
° 
— 
° 
Zz 
i) 
= 
- 
~~ 
-) 
.] 
ou 
£ 
= 
2 
3 
a. 


Audubon 
Volume 8, No. 





—_vueuoeorvmoewmwaw we 












FARIDA WILEY is assistant chairman 
of the Department of Public Instruc- 
tition at the American Museum of Nat 
ural History. For many years she has 
conducted natural science field trips 
sponsored by the Museum, and is an 
instructor at the Audubon Camp of 
Maine. Miss Wiley is the author of 
"Ferns of Northeastern United States,” 
and compiler of “John Burrough’s 
America’ and “Ernest Thompson Se 


ton's America.”’ 


3. An invaluable aid to the naturalist...” 


WRITES FARIDA WILEY: “On Museum bird walks in Central Park I have come to 
realize that those persons who use binoculars of high quality get much more pleasure 
out of their hours afield. A glass, such as Bausch and Lomb, that is free of color distor- 


tion and which produces sharp, bright images even under dim light conditions, is an in- 


valuable aid to the naturalist whether he be professional or amateur. 
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Bausch & Lomb 
Zephyr-Light 
7x,35mm Binocular 
Balcoted Optics 
$170.50 






WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG, 32 pages of 
useful information you should know before 
you buy any binocular. Tells how to select 
a glass for your oun use. Bausch & Lomb 
Optical Co., 12134 Lomb Park, Rochester 
2. MY. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Ludlow Griscom 


VERY HOT and dry summer made mete- 


orological history in much of the United 
States in 1954, many sections being pro- 
claimed ‘“‘disaster’’ areas. Marked exceptions were 


the Pacific Coast and New England (cool and pleas- 
ant) to far northeastward (cold and wet) with 
alleged poor nesting success. Most editors are agreed 
that due to the cold and rainy May, the first nestings 
of birds breeding in April and May were a failure; but 
in most parts of the country the second or renesting 
efforts were successful (notably true for waterfowl in 
the Northern Plains). Really serious conditions are 
ably reported by Professor Baumgartner in the South- 
ern Plains, where the whole season for the Mourning 
Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Dickcissel was a 
failure. There was no second nesting success, and 
many early and erratic movements were reported, of 
birds moving up into the foothills, and other species 
moving down into canyons. There was some evidence 
(usually very rare) that extreme heat caused nesting 
loss in hole-nesting birds. The wintering prospects are 
poor: no shelter, no food in the Southern Plains, and 
dried-up marshes in western Louisiana. In Arizona, 
however, late rains brought some alleviation of the 
drought, resulting in lush grass, flowers, berries and 
insects. While the writer must join Mr. Val Nolan 
in complaining of the degree to which most bird 
listers drop field work when the migration is over, 
most breeding losses are at best a long term proposi- 
tion, and are often more clearly demonstrable a year 
or two later. 

Nearly everybody was surprised after a late and 
backward May to notice an early fall land bird tran- 
sient migration (notably Florida, Appalachian Region 
and Central Southern). 

Reports teem with interesting observations on the 
disturbance to many birds caused by human civiliza- 
tion. An item to the contrary is Mr. Gale Monson’s 
able chronicling of arrivals at Lake Havasu in the 
Arizona and California desert. This year’s “bag” so 
to speak, was the summering of the Common Loon, 
and the inexplicable occurrence in early August of 
maritime birds Brown Pelican, Blue- 
footed Booby and Frigate-bird. 

Glossy Ibis —Routine stragglers in Massachusetts 
and even Maine; reported as increasing on the Vir- 
ginia coast. 

Southern Herons.—For the third year in succession 


such as the 
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a virtual failure in much of the Eastern States, now 
giving rise to an increasing amount of speculation as 
to the cause. The only species showing prosperity are 
the Am. Egret (now breeding in Massachusetts and 
moving north in the Middlewestern Prairies), and the 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron (now breeding at three 
places on Long Island, N. Y., at Westport, Conn.. 
and increasing in Middlewestern Prairie states). The 
Cattle Egret is rapidly spreading in Florida (at least 
200 pairs), 1 in upper South Carolina, 2 records in 
coastal Virginia, and at least 2 birds in Cape May, 
N. J. (as for several years past). 

Waterfowl—Breeding season variously reported as 
fair, to good, to slightly down. No overall general- 
izations permissible. Green-winged Teal nesting again 
at Plum Island, Mass., and in Rhode Island. Wood 
Duck doing well in New England and West Vir. 
ginia. Ring-necked Duck increasing in northern New 
Hampshire and the Adirondack Mountains, N. Y. 
Am. Merganser nesting in western Massachusetts and 
near Buffalo, N. Y. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vulture moving 
north into New England, and nesting in Ontario. 
Black Vulture, north to Cape May, N. J., and col- 
lected in Vermont. The increase in reports of the three 
rarer kites is possibly due to increase of competent 
observers. 

Guall:.—Still on the upward swing. The Great 
Black-backed Gull, formerly a rare winter visitor to 
the Great Lakes has greatly increased in recent years, 
is now summering on Lake Erie and is almost cer- 
tainly nesting on an island in Lake Huron, thus com- 
pleting a cycle begun by the same species on the 
Atlantic seaboard 40 years ago. The Ring-billed Gull 
is nesting abundantly on the Four Brothers Islands in 
Lake Champlain, N. Y. 

Terns.—Another group rapidly increasing under 
protection, the end by no means in sight. The Com- 
mon Tern had a great breeding year in New England 
as well as inland in Vermont. The Least Tern is hard 
pressed by jeep beach driving but now breeds regu- 
larly in northern Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
A census on the Virginia coast reports 500 Royal, 
1500 Forster's and 50 Gull-billed Terns. So it is by 
no means surprising that summer wanderers reach 
Monomoy, Mass., annually, and that Forster's Tern 
now breeds again in New Jersey. 

Shorebirds.—Another group rapidly increasing. An 
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excellent adult flight in late July to Cape Cod, Mass., 
early in mid-Pacific and good in south Florida with 
Wilson’s and Northern Phalaropes. Killdeer nesting in 
Vermont and New Hampshire. Oyster-catcher and 
Wilson’s Plover nesting in New Jersey, with an in- 
creasing number of stragglers north to New England. 
A female Ruff most reliably described from Nantuc- 
ket, and 2 Black-necked Stilts on Martha’s Vineyard. 

Blackbirds, House Finches.—Eastern Bluebirds are 
still decreasing in New England, but are rapidly com- 
ing back in the states east of the Mississippi River 
from their crash in 1950-1951. The House Finch ac- 
cidentally introduced on western Long Island, N. Y., 
some years ago has spread east to Montauk Point and 
north to northwestern Connecticut. 

Southern land birds moving northward: Barn Owl, 
in northeastern Massachusetts, western New York 
and Ontario. Chuck-will’s-widow at Cape May, N. J., 
southern Ohio and Indiana. Boat-tailed Grackle, 
rapidly spreading at Cape May, N. J. Wood Thrush, 
flooding northward into northern New England and 
New York. Tufted Titmouse, slowly spreading north- 
ward into western Massachusetts and Vermont, no 


sure nesting records north of Connecticut. Prothon- 
otary Warbler nesting in northern New Jersey, Oneida 
Lake, N. Y., Philadelphia, Pa., Ontario, Michigan, 
Minnesota. Yellow-breasted Chat (sporadic), eastern 
Massachusetts and Ontario. Also Cerulean and 
Hooded Warblers and Cardinal and White-eyed Vireo 
(4 times in Ontario). 

Northern land birds southward: Red-breasted Nut- 
hatch (two records in eastern Massachusetts), Eve- 
ning Grosbeak, all over northern Maine, Vermont and 
northern New York, with mid-summer records for 
western Massachusetts, Province of Quebec; abund- 
ant in Yosemite National Park, Calif. 

Western birds moving eastward: Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher (nesting in eastern Kansas and Missouri). 
Dickcissel abundant in Middlewestern Prairies north 
into Ontario. Brewer's Blackbird and Clay-colored 
Sparrow moving east in Ontario and possibly magpies, 
if not escaped cage-birds. Lesser Goldfinch nesting in 
North Dakota. 

Eastern birds westward: Tree Swallow breeding in 
central New Mexico. Specimens of Cerulean Warbler 
and Oven-bird in Nevada. 





REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 15, 1954 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
summer season in eastern New England was uniformly 
cool and pleasant. Statistically at least, July was ex- 
actly “normal.” At Bos- 
ton the maximum tem- 
perature reading was 
95°, the minimum 59°, 
the mean 72.2°. The 2.49 
inches of rainfall was .69 
inches below normal, 
but a storm system off 
shore fed no less than 
10 thunderstorms into 
eastern Massachusetts, 
making the month seem 
unusually wet. There 
were no prolonged heat 
waves. W. LaBrie, re- 
porting from Kamouras- 
ka, Quebec, on the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, writes 
that the season was un- 
usually cool and wet, 
with poor nesting success for all the small land birds. 

Loons and Grebes.—There was the usual summer 
scattering of Common Loons and one Red-throated 
along the coast. Several Horned Grebes in breeding 
plumage were seen along the coast of Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire in June. 
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Shearwaters and Petrels —A few shearwaters were 
reported in Massachusetts Bay in June and July; and 
a maximum of 75 Wilson’s Petrels. The first trip of 
the season off Chatham, Mass., on Aug. 16 indicated 
another fine year for these birds. 

Herons—On the whole, the summer flight of 
southern post-breeding stragglers was almost a total 
failure. This was offset in part at least by the dis- 
covery of the Am. Egret nesting in at least two 
places in eastern Massachusetts, and the Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron at one spot. A single Glossy 
Ibis appeared at Plum Island, Mass., in late June and 
persisted through the first week in July. Another was 
reported from Damariscotta, Me., Aug. 8, by Philip 
A. Trickey. This bird apparently had been present 
for some time before this date, according to local 
residents. 

Ducks and Geese—An Am. Brant at Plymouth 
Beach, Mass., June 28, is most unusual. Green-winged 
Teal bred again on the Parker River Refuge in Essex 
County, Mass., and also in Tiverton, R. I. A scaup 
was seen at this same refuge on July 10, and Old- 
squaws were reported from Plymouth, June 5; Wells, 
Me., June 6; and Chatham, Mass., June 29. Six 
Ruddy Ducks appeared at Plum Island (Parker River 
Refuge) on Aug. 14. 

Vultures.—With the recent spread of the Turkey 
Vulture north and east into New England, the report 
of a pair of these birds near Worcester, Mass., on 
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June 23 assumes real interest. It would appear only 
a matter of time before a nest is found in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Shorebirds —Dr. Oliver L. Austin, Sr., on Cape 
Cod, reported the continued heavy mortality of the 
Piping Plover from the ever-increasing automobile 
traffic along all the Cape beaches. Generally speaking, 
the early migration of adults in mid to late July 
was good on the Outer Cape, but quickly petered out 
in early August. One hundred and fifty Hudsonian 
Curlew at Monomoy represented a fine flight. Upland 
Sandpipers were found nesting in 4 places in Essex 
County, Mass. Late Solitary Sandpipers at Newbury on 
June 1, and in the Sudbury Valley on June 10, were 
followed by the first fall migrants in eastern Massa- 
chusetts by July 1. A flock of 400 Purple Sandpipers 
at Seabrook, N. H., June 1, was extremely late. Maxi- 
mum counts of Dowitchers (1800), Semipalmated 
Sandpipers (6000), and Hudsonian Godwits (33) 
were found at Monomoy, Mass., on July 31. Out- 
standing rarities included 2 Wilson’s Plover at Sea- 
brook, N. H., June 2 (deWindt); 2 Black-necked 
Stilts on Martha’s Vineyard, June 12 (Bigelow) ; and 
the most outstanding of all, a Ruff, on Nantucket, 
Aug. 10 (Whittles and Heywoods). 

Gulls.—An Iceland Gull at Rockport in July, and 
a Glaucous Gull at Monomoy, July 31, were most 
unusual. A report of some 25 pairs of Laughing Gulls 
at Matinicus Rock in Maine is a hopeful sign for 
a bird that has been almost totally extirpated from 
the Maine coast by the great surge in the nesting 
populations of Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls. 

Terns.—Dr. Oliver L. Austin, Sr., reported that 
the Cape Cod group of tern colonies enjoyed an espe- 
cially successful season, almost equaling that of last 
year, which was the best on record. Of the 25,780 
birds taken, 3390 adults and 21,208 chicks were 
banded, while 1182 were adult returns. By far the 
largest colony of the group is now located at the 
end of Plymouth Beach, with a population of just 
under 15,000 birds. Like the Piping Plover, Least 
Terns continue to suffer heavy losses from the auto- 
mobiles on every beach. A single Royal Tern was 
reported from Monomoy, July 17 and 18, and a 
Gull-billed Tern, Aug. 7 (Maclay). 

Alcids.—A single Razor-billed Auk and 20 Puffins 
were at Matinicus Rock, Me., June 25 (Cottrells). 

Cuckoos, Owls, Flycatchers. Swallows.—There were 
fair numbers of cuckoos in June, but then they al- 
most disappeared in July, whereas just the reverse is 
the more normal rule. Barn Owls continue to nest in 
several places in eastern Massachusetts, and many 
people reported the Eastern Kingbird as especially 
abundant here also. Bank and Barn Swallows were 
moving south steadily by the last half of July, and 
the Cliff Swallow occupied two good-sized colonies- 
60 pairs at Ipswich, Mass., and 90 pairs at Rockport. 
This is most encouraging for a bird which in recent 
years has been almost totally absent as a_ nesting 
bird in eastern Massachusetts. 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrushes, Shrikes.—Red- 
breasted Nuthatches almost certainly bred at both 
Rockport and Weston, Mass. Carolina Wrens were 
found at 3 localities in eastern Massachusetts through- 
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out June and July. Several people commented on the 
general decline in numbers of the Eastern Bluebird 
A Loggerhead Shrike was found on July 31 
Essex County, where it may have bred. 

Vireos, Warblers —Two singing male White-eyed 
Vireos were found in Marshfield Hills, Mass., in late 
June. The Louisiana Water-thrush seems well estab. 
lished now as a nesting bird at Crooked Pond, Box. 
ford, Mass., while the Northern Water-thrush can 
be found every summer in the Sudbury Valley—this 
year at least 5 individuals. A Yellow-breasted Chat 
was found nesting in Essex County, Mass. (de. 
Windt), where it has been unknown as a nesting 
bird for at least 20 years. Evening Grosbeaks were 
reported ‘‘all over’ the Rangeley, Me., area; 2 were 
reported from Lancaster, Mass., the first week of 
July; and 2 from Lunenberg, Mass., June 23. A Red 
Crossbill was caught and banded at Groton, Mass.. 
but this species was reported as very scarce in Maine. 
Five were found at Kamouraska, Quebec, in July— 
only the second record for the region (LaBrie). Root 
in N. Andover, Mass., reported 20 nesting pairs of 
Grasshopper Sparrows. A White-throated Sparrow 
was found well south of its breeding range in 
Weston, Mass., on July 11. Seaside Sparrows fre. 
quented their usual area at the Parker River Refuge 
all summer but there was no evidence of nesting. 
Twelve were also found at S$. Dartmouth, Mass., July 
26 (Hill) —ALLEN MorGan, Wayland, Mass., and 
RuTH P. Emery, Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 
Newbury St., Boston 16, Mass. 


in 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION.— 
During the months of June and July the weather at 
New York City was characterized by extreme drought; 
; rainfall showed a def- 
ciency of 514 inches for 
the period, temperature 
was about normal. Far- 
ther north conditions 
were reversed; at Quebec 
city precipitation was ab- 
normally high during 
the breeding season and 
high water in lakes and 
streams interfered with 
the nesting of loons, 
grebes and ducks. In the 
Adirondacks of New 
York June was the cold- 
est in five years; rain, 
which began in the last 
week of June, extended 
almost without interrup- 
tion through July. 

Loons through Herons. 
—In the Adirondack Mountains, N. Y., many more 
ponds were occupied by nesting Common Loons than 
have been previously reported (G. M. Meade) 
and increased numbers have been generally seen in 
the northern part of the Region. Shearwaters were 
still present off the south shore of Long Island, both 
Sooty and Cory’s being recognized. The only known 
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breeding colony of Double-crested Cormorants in New 
York State is on Gull Island on Lake Ontario near 
Henderson Harbor, between 20 and 25 pairs nesting 
there this year (J. B. Belknap). On Ile aux Pommes 
in the St. Lawrence River near Trois Pistoles, Que., 
151 nests of this cormorant were counted in early 
June; in 11 nests the young had already hatched 
(R. Cayouette). Great Blue Herons have reoccupied 
the site of the heronry that was abandoned 5 years ago 
near Swanton, Vt. (R. H. Minns). A ¢@ Am. Egret 
with nuptual plumes and enlarged gonads was shot on 
June 11 at the Sunderland [Mass.] Fish Hatchery 
(S A. Eliot). Several other early egrets were reported 
in the Connecticut River valley between June 10 and 
July 20. Two Snowy Egrets at Oceanport, N. J., on 
July 3 were early (I. Black, G. M. Seeley). There 
have been but few Little Blue Herons seen although 
there was one record of 3 at Union Beach, N. J., 
on July 25 (G. M. Stout). On Long Island, Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons nested at Sands Point and at 
Jones Beach (J. J. Elliott) and 4 pairs at Center 
Island in Oyster Bay (W. Post, Jr.). This species 
nested near Westport, Conn., as they did last year 
(Betty Long). Black-crowned Night Herons were 
plentiful; 2 rather large nesting colonies were re- 
ported, one of 60 nests on Fishers Island, L. I. (H. L. 
Ferguson) and one of 90 nests on Four Brothers 
Island in Lake Champlain (N. St. Jacques). 

Geese and Ducks.—The increasing numbers of re- 
ports of nesting pairs of Canada Geese in northern 
New Jersey, southern New York and southwestern 
Connecticut present a problem to determine the status 
of these birds. It may be that they are offspring of 
decoy geese that were released when the use of live 
decoys was made illegal, or escapes from flocks some- 
times maintained on large estates. During the past 
summer at least 15 successful nestings were reported 
in the area named. Wood Ducks are responding to the 
increase in nest boxes. At Portland, Conn., 55 
boxes were erected and the ducks occupied 51 of 
them; the total number of eggs in the boxes was 830 
and about 80 per cent of these hatched (L. J. 
Whittles). At South Egremont, Mass., 70 Woods, 
both adult and imm., were counted on July 13 (A. A. 
Saunders). At Northampton, Mass., 11 very young 
Wood Ducks were seen as late as July 20 (SAE) 
The nesting season was very successful in the Green 
Mountains of Vermont (A. M. Decker). The Wood 
Duck has not been known to nest on Fishers Island, 
L. I.. and the nesting boxes erected for them were not 
used. On May 30, however, a ¢ was seen there 
(HLF). Ring-necked Ducks showed further increase 
in the Connecticut Lake area in New Hampshire 
where they have bred for the last 10 years (F. T. 
Scott), 6 young being reported near Pittsburg, N. H. 
on July 11. A family was seen on Mirror Lake, White- 
field, N. H., where the species has nested since 1949 
(T. Richards). Ring-necks also bred in the Adiron- 
dacks as adults and young were seen on June 20 neat 
Tupper Lake (Agnes Amstutz, Marguerite Kings- 
bury ) 

A census of Am. Eiders was made, June 5 to 10, on 
Ile aux Pommes and Lower Razades Island in the St. 
Lawrence River off Trois Pistoles, Que. The count 


showed a minimum of 734 nests on the former and 
174 on the latter (RC, L. Lemieux). At about the 
same time, 125 Am. Scoters were found at Ste. Flavie, 
Que. The Am. Merganser is an uncommon breeder in 
Massachusetts so the record of 2 adults and 6 young at 
Charlemont on July 9 is noteworthy (L. M. Bartlett) 
Hawks, Grouse.—Turkey Vultures have been very 
numerous near the Wanaque Reservoir in northern 
New Jersey, 35 being counted there on a day in early 
July (S. Waldron). On June 9, over Woodland 
Valley in the Catskill Mountains, 16 Turkey Vultures 
were seen (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). Five records 
of these vultures came from different points in west- 
ern Masachusetts during the summer (SAE). At 
Royalton, Vt., on June 25 a Black Vulture was shot 
and turned over to a game warden. The identification 
was confirmed at the Dartmouth Museum and by a 
representative of the University of Vermont (T. S. 
Fillebrown). This is the fourth authentic record for 
that State. More Goshawks than usual have been 
reported; at Colesville, N. J. in early June one was 
seen feeding on a Red Squirrel (D. Fables). There 
were no records of Ospreys nesting on Fishers Island 
prior to 1949. One pair nested in that year and this 
summer there were 3 active nests (HLF). Despite 
wet weather the Ruffed Grouse bred freely in the 
Green Mountains of Vermont (AMD); but in the 
Adirondacks, particularly in the Keeseville area the 
numbers were down (T. Lesperance). They were 
about normal in northwestern Connecticut - where 
drumming ceased after June 4 (A. A. Saunders). 
Rails, Shorebirds.—A pair of King Rails with one 
young was noted at Pittsfield, Mass., July 25 (Gladys 
Schumacher). Clapper Rails have been numerous 
wherever the habitat was suitable; at Lattington, L. I. 
a nest with 11 eggs was found on July 11; in the 
vicinity there were 12 pairs present during the breed- 
ing season (WP, Jr). A pair of Virginia Rails, un- 
usual breeders in northern New Hampshire, was 
found with 6 young at Pittsburg, N. H. (FTS). Not 
many years ago the Killdeer was but a casual visitor 
in New Hampshire and Vermont; now they are in 
creasing in both states. Seven were seen at Burling- 
ton, Vt., on July 25 (NStJ); 4, probably a family 
group, were found at West Lebanon, N. H. on June 
30 (Louise Forsyth) and 8 at Quechee Lake, Vt., on 
Aug. 5 (Edith L. Holyoke). Nesting reports of Up- 
land Sandpipers were scattered; at least 3 pairs bred 
in the vicinity of New Brunswick, N. J. (J. Baird) ; 
at Westbury, L. I. a few were found near their old 
nesting ground (JJE), but none could be found in 
their regular fields at Agawam, Mass., although 2 
were seen at Ashley Falls not far distant (Bailey) 
Gulls, Terns and Skimmers.—In early June several 
Iceland Gulls still lingered at Ste. Luce in Rimouski 
Co.; and at Ste. Flavie, Matane Co., Que.; these 
were in immature plumage and probably not ready to 
breed (RC). Each year there is an increase in the 
number of nesting Herring Gulls on Long Island 
about 100 pairs bred on Captree Island just east of 
Jones Beach (JJE). At least 350 pairs of Herring 
Gulls and 500 pairs of Ring-billed Gulls nested on 
Four Brothers Island in Lake Champlain (NStJ) 
There was a large population of nesting gulls on Tle 
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aux Pommes, Que., about 2 per cent of these being 
Great Black-backed, the remainder Herring. A Laugh- 
ing Gull, still hooded, was seen at Northampton, 
Mass. on Aug. 7 (Johnston). At the largest tern 
colony at Jones Beach, L. I., 250 pairs of Common 
Terns and 100 pairs of Black Skimmers nested (JJE). 
Common Terns nested successfully on Lake Champlain 
near Burlington, Vt. (NStJ). On the Tupper Lake 
marshes in the Adirondacks 6 Black Terns were seen 
on June 20 (AA). 

Doves, Cuckoos, W’oodpeckers.—Reports indicate a 
substantial increase of Mourning Doves in the Green 
Mountains (AMD). In Connecticut 50 pairs were 
counted nesting around Glastonbury by May 10 
(LJW) and near Pittsburg, N. H. a few pairs were 
present and probably nesting. Both cuckoos were rare 
in the Connecticut River valley in Massachusetts 
where a wide-spread campaign of spraying had been 
carried on to combat the Gypsy Moth (SAE); else- 
where cuckoos have been numerous, particularly the 
Black-billed. There were frequent reports of Red- 
headed Woodpeckers in Sussex Co., N. J., where 5 
nesting sites were located by the Sussex Co. Bird Club; 
this highly local nester was also reported at Great 
Barrington, Mass. on June 19 (S. W. Bailey) and 
in Orange County, N. Y. At Westhampton, Mass., 
a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was found on June 17 
unexpected at this low altitude (Crompton); there 
were 3 known nests of this species at Hanover, N. H. 
(ELH). Both Three-toed and Arctic Woodpeckers 
were found nesting in the Connecticut Lake section 
(Vera Wallace, et al.); the Arctic was a!so found at 
Tupper Lake in the Adirondacks on July 24 (MK), 
and the Three-toed at Metis Beach, Que. (RC). 

Flycatchers, Swallouws—A_ splendid project that 
has been started by the J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc. 
of Ulster Co.. N. Y., is a study of the zonal distribu- 
tion of breeding birds on the higher mountains of 
the Catskills. Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were 
found nesting on Mount Wittenberg at about 3000 
feet (JBNHS); this flycatcher breeds locally but 
regularly in the Adirondacks where they were noted 
in the Madawaske Pond area in late June and early 
July (GMM). At Canaan, Conn. the last song of the 
Least Flycatcher was heard on July 8 (AAS). Olive- 
sided Flycatchers were fairly numerous in the northern 
areas; 25 were counted about Pittsburg, N. H. in the 
last week of June (H. M. and Edith M. Halberg). 
Ten pairs nested near Hanover, N. H. (ELH). Rough- 
winged Swallows became more numerous in the area 
where they recently extended their breeding 
range; a pair nested near Burlington, Vt. (NStJ) and 
3 pairs were seen at Hanover, N. H. (LF); in 
Massachusetts they were at Pittsfield (Crompton), 
at Northampton (SAE) and at Greenfield (W. T. 
Arms) —all in late July. In Ringwood Manor State 
Park, (N. J.), 11 Cliff Swallow nests were built under 
the eaves of the stable and 


have 


2 of these were taken 


over by House Sparrows. They dragged so much 
trash into the nests that both fell from the added 
weight (SW). Two colonies of Cliff Swallows 


completed a successful nesting season in Sussex Co., 
N. J.—one colony of 16 nests in Franklin, the other 
of 12 nests in Newton, the first in this area since 1948 
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(E. B. Nixdorf ). The Purple Martin colony on 
Staten Island, N. Y. has prospered (Mathilde p. 
Weingartner). 

Jays through Creepers.—The only Gray Jays te. 
ported were a pair with 4 young near Pittsburg, N. H. 
on May 31 (VW). Many Common Ravens were seen 
along the road about 75 miles south of Chibaugamay, 
Que. and north of Lake St. John on June 24 (LL). 
Ravens are expected along the river but not so often 
inland. The Tufted Titmouse, now a regular resident 
in the southern Catskills, has appeared at Kripple. 
bush, a new location in this area (F. Hough). The 
continued northward movement of this species was 
indicated by records from Cohoes, N. Y. (A. H. 
Benton), Northampton, Mass. (Miss A. N. Williams) 
and, the most northerly, from near Rochester, Vt., on 
April 30 where one was found associating with a 
flock of chickadees (R. B. Hipple). There are several 
reports of Brown Creepers nesting in new locations; 
the first breeding record for New Jersey south of 
Summit was at Princeton where a pair was seen feed. 
ing young at a nest in a Shagbark Hickory from May 
15 to 20 (C. H. Rogers); adults and young were 
found near Harding Lake in Sussex Co., N. J. in mid- 
July (DF). A pair of creepers built on a pine trunk 
behind a sign at the Mount Tom Reservation, Mass., 
the parents carrying food in early June (SAE) ; and at 
Wallingford, Conn. a pair carried nesting to a satis- 
factory conclusion (S. Satterthwaite). 

Wrens.—In the life history of the Bewick’s Wren, 
Bent states that the local distribution of this species 
seems to be limited by the local distribution of the 
House Wren. Mrs. Inez Hunt of Monroe, N. H. 
reported that a Bewick’s Wren appeared there 
on April 24 and started at once to carry nesting 
material into one of her bird houses. On April 26 a 
House Wren arrived and threw out everything that 
the other had placed in the box. For two days con- 
struction and destruction continued until the Bewick’s 
gave up the fight; but it remained in the vicinity 
until May 3. Another Bewick’s Wren was at Amherst, 
Mass. on July 20, (SAE). There were two reports 
of Carolina Wrens nesting in the Binghamton, N. Y. 
area, the first definite breeding records for that sec- 
tion (L. E. Bemont). The numbers of Long-billed 
Marsh Wrens have declined sharply in the Connecticut 
River Valley in Massachusetts but the Short-bills 
have increased (Graves). 

Mockingbirds Vireos.—Five pairs of 
Mockingbirds nested in the vicinity of New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. (JB). At Canaan, Conn. where Catbirds 
are numerous, the last song was heard on Aug. 2; 
Brown Thrashers there sang occasionally to July 15 
which is rather late (AAS). The Wood Thrush still 
pushes northward, having increased in numbers at 
Tupper Lake in the Adirondacks (MK); it was com- 
mon at Hanover, N. H. (ELH). In the mountainous 
section of northern New Jersey the Hermit Thrush 
has been considered a rare breeder but in the Kitta- 
tinny Mountains of Sussex Co., between High Point 
and Harding Lake, 8 sang regularly during this sea- 
son (DF). In the mountains near Canaan, Conn., the 
Hermits sang until at least Aug. 10 (AAS). The 
isolated population of Hermit Long 
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Island has been holding well (JJE). Olive-backed 
Thrushes were unusually numerous particularly around 
the Connecticut Lakes (EMH); on Pico Peak near 
Rutland, Vt., 17 were counted on June 27 (Betty 
Ball) and in the “black woods” of the higher Cats- 
kills they were numerous (JBNHS). On July 24 at 
Flower Hill, L. I. 4 Eastern Bluebird eggs were 
found in a nesting box; 2 of the eggs hatched 
July 31—extremely late egg date for the species 
(P. H. Gillen, Jr.). When the large number of Blue- 
gray Gnatcatchers appeared this spring it was hoped 
that several successful nestings would be reported, but 
this was not the case. The nest at New Canaan, Conn., 
diligently watched by the Misses Bristow until late 
May, may have come through, but no young were 
seen. Other nests were destroyed or abandoned. 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were in full song at the 
top of Mount Wittenberg in the Catskills on June 10. 
The Loggerhead Shrike has increased as a summer 
resident in many sections, particularly in St. Lawrence 
Co., N. Y. (JBB). Heavy spraying for the Gypsy 
Moth and the Elm Beetle is a possible reason for the 
decrease of Yellow-throated Vireos nesting in towns 
and villages. Ten Philadelphia Vireos were counted 
at Pittsburg, N. H. in late June (EMH) and they 
were still singing on July 4 (TR). 

Warblers, Blackbirds and Orioles —A Prothonotary 
Warbler and its nest, containing 3 eggs, was found at 
Oneida Lake, N. Y. on May 22 (Onondaga Aud. 
Soc.) ; at Rivervale in Bergen Co., N. J. a & of this 
species was feeding young on July 9 (H. T. and Mrs. 
Armitt), and near Princeton, N. J. one was seen on 
Aug. 7, a probable nester (JB). A singing Yellow- 
throated Warbler on May 17-18 was the second record 
for this bird in Princeton. At Van Cortlandt Park, 
N. Y. a Cerulean Warbler was noted in late May 
(R. Kane, P. Buckley). The three pairs of Yellow- 
breasted Chats that nested at Portland, Conn. were 
the first recent record for that vicinity (LJW), but 
there were several nesting records from western and 
central Massachusetts. One was seen in the central 
Adirondacks at Tupper Lake on June 4 (P. W. 
Perron). A chat was singing at Moonachie, N. J., 
June 13 (Dorothy C. Pallas). Black-capped Warblers 
were seen during nesting season at Whitefield and 
Lancaster, N. H. on July 4 (TR). Hooded Warblers 
again nested at Lomontville, Ulster Co., N. Y. 
(H. and Ilse Dunbar). In a large elm tree near Stone 
Ridge, Ulster Co., N. Y. there were three active 
nests, one occupied by a pair of Orchard Orioles, 
another by a pair of Baltimore Orioles and a third 
by Purple Grackles; they carried on all their activi- 
ties without conflict (FH). At Canaan, Conn. the 
Baltimore Oriole was common; its regular song ceased 
on June 25, but there was a definite song revival from 
July 24 (AAS). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Cardinals nested near 
Kripplebush in Ulster Co., N. Y. giving the first 
breeding record for that area (FH); a pair with 4 
young was seen at Wethersfield, Conn. Breeding re- 
ports of Evening Grosbeaks in the central Adirondacks 
were numerous; a é feeding young at Paul Smiths, 
July 5 (MK); a Qwith young at Saranac Lake, July 
5 (GMM); 4 adults and several young at Tupper 


Lake (PWP); an adult and young at Indian Lake 
(G. Davenport) ; one ¢ at Schroon Lake, June 30 (G. 
P. Morsello). Scattered pairs were seen in the Green 
Mountains, Vt., throughout the summer (AMD). Four 
were found at Rutland, Vt., July 11 (BB); one at 
Mansfeld, Vt. in July (Marion L. Smith); and 3 at 
Shaftsbury, Vt., Aug. 14 (H. W. Congdon). At 
Piedmont, Que., in the Laurentian Mountains a 
flock of 11 was found on Aug. 14 and on the follow- 
ing day one was at St. Sauveur, 3 miles distant 
(A. Kelly). After July 22 the grosbeaks were present 
every day on the Zoo grounds at Charlesborg, Que., 
both adults and young feeding on the pits of the 
wild cherry (RC). On Long Island the House Finch 
showed a phenomenal spread; records now come from 
East Hampton and Montauk (JJE). A 4 was seen 
at Canaan, Conn.; the last day on which its song was 
heard was July 16 (AAS). A ¢ Dickcissel was seen 
at Van Cortlandt Park, N. Y. on May 23 and again 
on May 28 (PAB). A Grasshopper Sparrow at Sara- 
nac Lake in the Adirondacks on June 24 and July 5 
was rather north of its normal range (GMM). Near 
Northfield, Mass., at an elevation of 1000 feet, a 
Slate-colored Junco nested in the hay inside of a 
barn and brought off one young—Cuar.es K. 
NicHots, Am. Museum of Nat. Hist., New York 
N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather for the season can be quickly summed up in 
the words, “hot and dry.” Drought conditions pre- 
vailed in parts 
of the Region in 
June and July. 
Hot winds by day 
and cool nights 
were reminiscent 









frequent. Beach- 
and marsh-nesting 
birds of the New 
Jersey coast suf- 
fered an almost 
total loss from an 
unexplained high tide on June 26. 

Loons and Grebes—Two Common Loons, rare in 
June on the New Jersey coast, were found at Avalon 
on June 14, one in breeding plumage (Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas James, Wilson Ornithological Club group). 
C. E. Stevens saw a Pied-billed Grebe at Scottsville, 
Va., July 8; and F. R. Scott saw three nests on 
Assateague Island, Va., on May 29, one with the 
rather large number of 8 eggs. P. A. DuMont found 
a Horned Grebe at Sandy Point, Md., on June 25 

Herons and Ibises.—At least 2 Cattle Egrets were 
present during the summer at Cape May, and one 
was seen by the W.O.C. group at the Stone Harbor 
heronry on June 14. At Piney Island, Chincoteague, 
Va., E. O. Mellinger saw and showed to other ob- 
servers 2 Cattle Egrets through May 30, 4 on June 
11, and 7 on Aug. 1. Records for the Glossy Ibis are 
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increasing on the Virginia coast. Scott saw 6 near 
Cedar Island, Chincoteague, Va., on May 30. 

and Ducks.—A flock of 16 Canada Geese 
flying north at Riverton, N. J., on June 14 is quite 
unusual (Harvey Moore). Am Brant in small num- 
bers have been reported on the Jersey coast through 
the summer. Two broods of Wood Ducks, one of 4 
and one of 11, were noted at Mill Grove, Audubon, 
Pa., on June 5 (J. d’A. Northwood). A female Mal- 
lard with 8 young on Assateague Island on June 6 
is a first breeding record for Chincoteague Refuge 
(EOM). Scott found 2 Black Duck nests there on 
May 29, one with the high number of 15 eggs; he 
also saw a pair of Gadwalls and of Ruddy Ducks. A 
Canvas-back was still present at Bombay Hook, Del., 
on July 3 (D. Cutler), and 5 Ruddies on the Dela- 
ware River, Gloucester Co., N. J., July 19 (Allison 
Jenkins, J. K. Potter). W. F. Rountrey saw 2 Ruddies 
at Knotts Island, Va., May 31; and Stevens found a 
Black Duck, a Scaup and a Ruddy on a 20-acre pond 
near Scottsville, Va., July 8. Bob and Louise Berry 
saw an adult male Surf Scoter on Sinepuxent Bay, 
Md., on July 16. 

Vultures, Hawks—Two Black Vultures were seen 
at Cape May, N. J., on June 7 by Bates, Hetzel. Kale 
and Murray. A Peregrine Falcon was seen on May 
28 at an abandoned stone bridge pier frequented by 
these birds for several seasons, near Harrisburg, Pa. 
(Paul Weirick) 

Rails to Coots —A King Rail with 2 half-grown 
young was found near Thorofare, N. J., on July 18 
(Clarence Stasz); one with 3 young at Kent Nar- 
rows, Md., on June 27 (PAD); and one on June 27 
at Denton, Md. (Roberta Fletcher). Two Black Rail 
nests, with 4 and with 7 eggs, were discovered at 
Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., June 13 (Turner McMul- 
len). Scott found a Florida Gallinule nest with 10 
eggs on Assateague Island, Va., on May 29; he also 
saw 3 Am. Coots. Up to 10 Am. Coots were seen 
through the summer at Knotts Island, Va. (WFR); 
and a pair gave evidence of trying to nest at Byrd 
Park, Richmond, Va. (FRS). 

Shorebirds.—Among the nests washed out in the 
high tide of June 26 was that of an Am. Oyster- 
catcher with 3 eggs, found at Corson’s Inlet, N. J., 
on June 13 by Frank McLaughlin. This seems to be 
the first breeding record for Cape May County since 
the time of Alexander Wilson. A high count of 6 
of these birds was made near Tuckerton, N. J., July 
22 (FM). Two adult and 2 immature Wilson’s Plover 
were seen at Beach Haven Inlet, June 14 (WOC, fide 
F. P. Wolfarth). A Killdeer nest with one egg on 
March 20 and 3 on March 24 was found at Stumpy 
Lake, Norfolk, Va., where breeding is unusual 
(WER, F. C. Richardson, Paul Sykes). At Tinicum, 
Pa., on April 18 an Am. Plover was seen and a 
Woodcock nest with 3 young was found (DC). Dale 
R. Coman reported a marked decrease in the num- 
ber of breeding Willets on the Delaware Bay shore 
of New Jersey this season. After reaching a normal 
peak about June 12, there followed a rapid decline 
to about 2 birds per 100 acres, where last year there 
were 2 birds per 4 acres. Sykes found 18 Upland 
Sandpipers at the Norfolk. Va., airport on Aug. 8. 
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Stevens saw 7 Least Sandpipers on July 8; and 5 
Least and 6 Pectoral Sandpipers on Aug. 1 at Scotts. 
ville, Va. A Greater Yellow-legs and a Semipalmated 
Sandpiper were seen at Kent Narrows, Md., June 27 
(PAD). 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers.—The D. C. Audubon 
Society, on a field trip on June 25-27 to spoil-dump 
islands in Chincoteague Bay, Md., found 150 Laugh. 
ing Gulls; 1500 Forster's Terns, and young out of 
the nests; 1000 Common Terns; 500 Royal and 59 
Gull-billed Terns; and about 300 Black Skimmers. 
A Great Black-backed Gull was seen at Lynnhaven, 
Norfolk, Va., Aug. 10 (PS, Richard H. Peake, Jr.). 
An Iceland Gull in second-year plumage was indenti- 
fied on June 13 at Cape May Point, N. J., by K. © 
Parkes, Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Mengel, P. S. Humphrey 
and L. Binford. Two adult Forster's Terns were seen 
feeding 2 immatures at Bridgeport, N. J., July 19 
(AJ, JKP). The nearest known breeding colony is on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. This seems to point 
to a northward post-breeding movement. Eight Rose- 
ate Terns were seen at Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., June 
14 (W.O.C., FPW). Least Terns are again nesting at 
Seaford, Va., after missing last year (R. J. Beasley), 

Grouse, Cuckoos, Goatsuckers.—Two broods of 
Ruffed Grouse, rare in the pine barrens of south 
Jersey, have been reported, one with several half- 
grown young near Medford Lakes, July 25 (Wm. 
Middleton, ef al.). Two Black-billed Cuckoos were 
seen on Long Island, Back Bay Refuge, Va., July 17 
(Jack Perkins, et al.). The Chuck-will’s-widow is ap. 
parently more common in Cape May County, N. J., 
than has been supposed. On June 12, 18 or 20 were 
heard calling at different points in the southern part 
of the County in an hour, only 2 Whip-poor-wills 
being heard in the same period (Charles Lincoln, 
FPW). A Chuck-will’s-widow near Federalsburg, 
Md., May 29, is a first record for Caroline County 
(N. and M. Hewitt). 

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Charles M. Bu- 
chanan discovered a just completed nest of the Traill’s 
Flycatcher at Loch Raven, Baltimore Co., on July 10, 
the first Maryland nest east of the Appalachian pla- 
teau. The nest had 3 young on July 31. A nest with 
3 eggs was found at King of Prussia, Pa., June 26, 
a first for Montgomery County. The southward 
spread of the Least Flycatcher is indicated by the 
observation of the bird at 7 points in Montgomery, 
Delaware and Philadelphia Counties, Pa., May 23 to 
July 22 (DC, Morris Weiss). Fledgling Horned 
Larks (Prairie), still unable to fly, were being fed 
by an adult near Norfolk, Va., May 22 (WFR, 
FCR, PS). Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Fletcher, Denton, 
Md., reported their Purple Martins leaving about two 
weeks earlier than normal. 

Vireos and Warblers —Many reports of the scarcity 
of White-eyed Vireos in the northern part of the 
Region have been received. One of the most interest- 
ing records of the season in Virginia was that of a 
pair of Solitary Vireos feeding young in a nest less 
than a mile south of Charlottesville on June 12 
(CES). The nest was 20 feet up in a pine in a solid 
planting of 20-year-old loblolly pines. This is at an 
altitude of about 500 feet, and thus far below the 
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usual haunts of this bird. The Prothonotary Warbler 
continues to move into new areas. A nest with young 
was found in the Wissahickon Valley, Philadelphia, 
on June 10, by Mrs. Jean Jones and Mrs. Jean 
Walters. It was in a knothole 10 feet up, in a dry 
location. On June 20 a male was watched while feed- 
ing young on the banks of Perkiomen Creek, Mill 
Grove, Pa. (Jd’'AN). Rountrey watched a Swainson’s 
Warbler for some time on May 31 in a wooded area 
in Norfolk County, Va., outside the Dismal Swamp. 
The Cape Henry Bird Club watched a Black-throated 
Green Warbler in Norfolk County on June 6. This 
bird, while common in and around Dismal Swamp 
in May, seems to disappear around the first of June. 
Kentucky Warblers have been more common in the 
same area this season (WFR). In a six-hour walk on 
June 12 in low mountains south of Charlottesville, 
Va., Stevens found 127 Red-eyed Vireos, 13 Worm- 
eating Warblers, 25 Cerulean Warblers, 19 Scarlet 
Tanagers and 11 Summer Tanagers. 

House Blackbirds —A House Sparrow 
was discovered building a nest on the early date of 
Feb. 19 at Camptown, Pa. (Wm. Reed). We have 
reports of early Bobolinks: a male and 5 females at 
Seaford, Va., July 25 (RJB), and 4 males and 4 
females at Long Island, Back Bay, Va., July 17 
(WER, et al.); and a very late one on June 6 at 
Orchid, Louisa Co., Va. (CES). Boat-tailed Grackles 
are rapidly extending their breeding locations in 
southern New Jersey, several new colonies having 
been found in Cumberland and Cape May Counties 
this year. The cowbird is rapidly increasing in south- 
eastern Virginia, with the increase of pastures. Young 
were being fed on the wing from May 31 (by a 
Common Yellowthroat) to June 26 (by a Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher) (WFR). 
Finches, 


Sparrow, 


Tanagers, Longspurs—An adult male 
Summer Tanager was seen at Germantown, Philadel- 
phia, on July 15 (J. Arnett). Blue Grosbeaks have 
been reported from several points in south Jersey, 
mostly singing males, except for a pair at Cape May 
on June 14 (WOC, DG). On April 20 at Tinicum, 
Pa., 20 Lapland Longspurs, all in sight at once on a 
fence and singing, made a high count for the date — 
JuLIAN K. Potrer, 437 Park Ave., Collingswood, 
N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—It 
was a hot, dry period for the whole Region and no 
wind storms of consequence developed. Several weath- 

er stations re- 
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river system, draining much of the central Carolinas, 
reached the lowest level ever recorded. During July, 
rainfall deficiencies at some points exceeded 4 inches 
and precipitation was measured in traces. No effect 
of the weather on nesting was noted. The most ex- 
citing find of the period was a lone Cattle Egret on 
the upper South Carolina coast. 

Loons and Bitterns—A Common Loon remained at 
Columbia, S. C., until May 21. On July 24, J. W. E. 
Joyner reported an “adult’’ loon at Shell Banks, near 
Cape Lookout, N. C. It was captured by John Thomp- 
son and was described by Joyner as ‘fat and ap- 
parently in good health . . 
from both wings . . 


. its primaries were gone 
. and when released it was able 
to dive and swim very well.” Presumably this was a 
year-old bird that had summered around the Banks 
and was in early fall moult. It is the first report that 
has come to us of the Common Loon moulting in the 
Region. At Santee National Wildlife Refuge, Robert 
J. Lemaire observed a Red-throated Loon as late as 
May 21. After months of anticipation, a Cattle Egret 
finally turned up in the Region. At Litchfield Planta- 
tion, on the Waccamaw River in Georgetown County, 
S. C., Major Peter Gething and James F. Cooper, 
on Aug. 8, at about 3:15 p.m., watched a single bird 
catching grasshoppers in a pasture. Some 20 Hereford 
cattle were lying nearby. It is most fortunate that 
capable observers came upon the bird. We are in- 
debted to Herbert Ravenel Sass for the report. At 
Rocky Mount, N. C., an Am. Bittern was found on 
June 9 (JWEJ). This bittern is found sparingly over 
the Carolinas during most of the year but nests are 
almost unknown here. 


Ducks.—At the Pea Island Refuge on the upper 
North Carolina coast, 31 broods, totaling 241 young 
Black Ducks were counted, and Gadwall broods 
numbered 71, with a count of 542 young. These 
counts were judged to be about 35 per cent below the 
1953 crop (L. B. Turner, Manager). Mrs. Charlotte 
Hilton Green saw four separate flocks of Blue-winged 
Teal at Pea Island, July 26. These were thought to 
be extremely early arrivals rather than breeders. 

Kites —Harold H. Axtel, passing through the 
Region during June and July kindly contributed the 
following (quoted in part): “June 24, 1954, Santee 
River at U. S. Highway Rt. 17—for one and one- 
half hours I watched 2 Swallow-tailed Kites and 10 
Mississippi Kites (I got the count twice) gyrating 
about in wind currents at mid-day. I thought 
there were two families with full-grown young of 
the Mississippis. At least, about four appeared to 
have the pattern well developed, and the rest less so. 

. on three visits to the same locality, July 13, we 
failed to observe a single kite; the wind, however, 
was very light.” The Mississippi Kite breeds in this 
area with some regularity. 

Bob-white, Am. Coot——At North Wilkesboro, 
N. C., Wendell P. Smith found small young Bob- 
white with an adult that feigned injury, Aug. 6, a 
rather late date for a new brood in that section. A 
summer population of Am. Coot at Santee Refuge, 
Summerton, S. C.. that numbered 15 on May 25, 
was down to 8 on Aug. 11. There was no evidence 
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of breeding this year. (A young coot was captured 
at this place, July 8, 1950.) 


Gulls, Terns —There was about the usual nesting 
activity at the Pea Island Refuge. Manager Turner 
estimated 1600 nests with 2000 young Laughing 


Gulls, and some 800 young Royal and Common 
Terns present. At Charleston, Ernest Cutts noted one 
egg in each of 26 nests of Least Terns, June 6. 

Phoebes, Larks, Swallows——An Eastern Phoebe’'s 
nest with 3 young about 5 days old was found under 
the bridge over Soap Creek on U. S. Highway 378, 
near Lincolnton, Lincoln County, Ga., July 11. This 
is near the southern limit of its breeding range in 
East Georgia (J. Fred Denton). Horned Larks again 
nested at Municipal Airport (June 5), and at Camp 
Gordon, both near Augusta, Ga. Two Cliff Swallows 
were reported from Greenville, S. C., May 9, James 
B. Shuler, Jr.; and at Winston-Salem, N. C., Edward 
Kissam saw 3, May 9. 


Robins, Waxwings. Vireos.—Denton noted an in- 
crease in breeding of Am. Robins along the Fall Line 
in East Georgia this year. There were at least 3 pairs 
nesting in Warrenton (Warren Co.) and 2 pairs in 
Sparta (Hancock Co.). Nests have not previously 
been reported from these localities. The Cedar Wax- 
wing nest at Rocky Mount, N. C., reported on May 
31, was robbed during incubation. A brood at Elkin 
was successful, however, one of the young being 
photographed by E. M. Hodel, July 10. Another 
young waxwing, in temporary captivity, was examined 
and identified on July 19 at North Wilkesboro, N. C. 
(WPS). Joyner at Rocky Mount kept notes on a pair 
of Red-eyed Vireos that built their nest precariously 
at the 90 degree junction of small limbs of a tulip 
poplar. Support was made at two points. The result 
was a swinging “‘bucket’’ from which the two young 
fell and perished. 

Warblers—On April 11, Clifford Comeau found 
a pair of Black-throated Green Warblers in a clump 
of jasmine and smilax 30 feet up in a tupelo tree 
at Bolivia (Brunswick Co.), N. C. Young were out 
and being fed, May 16. This is the breeding area of 
the Wayne race of Black-throated Green. The nest 
was collected. At Morrow Mountain (Stanly Co.), 
N. C., 150 miles inland, John Trott watched Black- 
throated Green warblers—also probably Wayne'’s— 
feeding young, May 24. At Savannah River Swamp, 
10 miles south of Augusta, Ga., Denton observed 
unmistakable nesting behavior of Am. Redstarts on 
May 30 and again on June 10. (On July 3, 1953, a 
male and female with prominent brood patch were 
collected at this locality ). This is a very considerable 
extension below the mountain area of Georgia. 


Cowhbirds, Finches and Sparrows.—Scores of im- 
mature Brown-headed Cowbirds, associated with a few 
adults and House Sparrows were at Rocky Mount, 
July 18 (JWEJ). Charlie Benbow 
brood of Am. Goldfinches being fed in his yard at 
Rocky Mount, Aug. 10 and 11. Savannah Sparrows 
were very late at North Wilkesboro, May 23 (WPS). 
Vesper Sparrows were at Elkin as late as June 20 
(EMH). At Greensboro, N. C., George Smith, in 
company with Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Skaggs of Ohio, 


watched a late 
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watched an immature Lark Sparrow at 40 feet dis. 
tance in excellent light, July 30. The field characters 
were carefully checked.—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Mgr. 
theus, N.C. 


FLORIDA REGION.— North Florida experienced g 
hot, dry summer, although the deficiencies in rainfall] 
for June and July were not so marked as in previous 
months of the year. This 
continuation of a pro. 
longed drought created 
ideal conditions for shore. 
birds around some of the 
larger bodies of water, but 
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of the Region temperatures 
were close to normal, but 
rainfall varied considerably 
from one station to an- 
other. No hurricanes have 
entered the Region to date. 

Among nesting birds the main item of interest was 
the increase and spread of the Cattle Egret. Locally 
other species appeared to have changed in abundance, 
but with no indication that the changes were of wide- 
spread occurrence. To some extent the pattern of the 
1954 spring migration was reflected in the dates of 
fall arrivals. Species which migrate early in spring 
were favored by ideal weather conditions for the most 
part and presumably began and completed their nest- 
ing somewhat earlier than usual. Their fall migration 
brought them into parts of Flordida outside their 
breeding range on record-breaking (or record-tying) 
dates in the case of such species as Solitary and Pec- 
toral Sandpipers, Rough-winged Swallow, Purple Mar- 
tin, Black and White, and Hooded Warblers, and 
Painted Bunting. Species which migrate in late spring 
were retarded this year by inclement weather. Whether 
the return of these species will prove later than usual 
remains to be determined, as most of them are not 
due until after Aug. 15. 


EVERGLADE \ HOMESTEAD 
NATIONAL PARK, f| 
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Pelicans and Wading Birds——The presence of a 
flock of 80 White Pelicans near St. Marks light on 
June 24 (Henry M. Stevenson, ef al.) is difficult to 
explain, especially in view of the fact that they were 
not reported later. Cattle Egrets, first reported nesting 
in Florida (and North America) in 1953, increased 
both their numbers and breeding range this year. 
H. L. Stoddard and Samuel A. Grimes estimated at 
least 200 pairs nesting on Kreamer's Island (Lake 
Okeechobee) and some nesting 50 or 60 miles up the 
Kissimee River. After frequent spring observations at 
Lake Alice (near Gainesville), Dale W. Rice dis- 
covered a nest with 3 young on May 2, thus extending 
the known breeding range about 150 miles farther 
north. Two young found nearby on May 22 may have 
come from this nest, as no other was located. Frances 
Hames reported two unusual species at Key West: a 
Glossy Ibis on Aug. 7 and 8 may be only the third 
record for the Lower Keys; and the 4 Roseate Spoon- 
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bills found in April were still present on Aug. 8. 
A Glossy Ibis near St. Marks Light, July 30 (Stella 
McGuire, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Berkowitz, ef al.), is the 
frst local record for the summer months. 

Waterfowl—Two Canada Geese, possibly diseased, 
remained near Tallahassee into June (John Beall), 
and a crippled Red-breasted Merganser at Spring 
Creek, June 25 (HMS, e7 al.), established the first 
summer occurrence for the Tallahassee Division. Two 
Black Ducks were found near St. Marks Light on Aug. 
6, suggesting the likelihood that they had spent the 
summer there (HMS, Idalene Snead). These were 
carefully distinguished from the (Florida) Mottled 
Duck, for which there is no satisfactory record in this 
part of Florida. 

Kites and Hawks.—The presence of 2 Mississippi 
Kites at the Itchatucknee River (Columbia County), 
lune 2 (DWR), points to an eastward extension of 
the known breeding range. A Swallow-tailed Kite on 
Aug. 9, at the Jefferson-Wakulla County Line a few 
miles from St. Marks Light, may be classed as a 
rarity (HLS). The Sharp-shinned Hawk, also rare in 
summer, was seen near Tallahassee on July 8 (HMS, 
Sylvia Earle). In the same category are Sparrow 
Hawks at 2 localities in Leon County, July 15 and 16 
(HMS, e7 al.) 

Limpkins and Plovers—A Limpkin observed in Key 
West, June 4 to 10 (FH), may represent only the 
second record for the Lower Keys. Its habit of feeding 
on ground snails in dooryards may suggest Cuba rather 
than the Florida mainland as its origin. Three young 
Wilson’s Plovers were found on Big Pine Key, July 19 
(FH, Marie Cobb), and an early Piping Plover had 
returned to Alligator Point (near Panacea) by July 27 
(HMS, e/ al.). 

Shorebirds and T erns.—Hudsonian Curlews, uncom- 
mon in the Tallahassee Division in fall, were found 
at Wakulla Beach, Aug. 5 (HMS, William Reese, 
Mary Ann Joyner) ; and near St. Marks Light, Aug. 9 
(HLS). At the last locality on July 17 a Solitary 
Sandpiper equaled the earliest Divisional fall record, 
and a Pectoral Sandpiper tied the earliest State record 
(HMS, ef al.). Black-necked Stilts at Key West on 
July 3 and 7 (FH, Margaret Hundley), also seem re- 
ferable to an early fall migration. Unusual summer 
records include 15 Red Knots at Marco Island, July 10 
(W. G. Atwater, ef al.), and a Marbled Godwit at 
Jacksonville Beach, July 5 (SAG). Phalaropes, al- 
ways rare in Florida occurred at 2 widely separated lo- 
calities: a Wilson’s near St. Marks Light, Aug. 6 
(HMS, IS), and a Northern at Key West, Aug. 15 
(FH, L. A. Stimson). The latter appears to be the 
frst fall record for southern Florida, and a new 
species for the Lower Keys. The rare Bridled Tern 
was found at Key West on June 6 and July 3 (FH), 
and 2 Gull-bills appeared at St. Marks Light, July 17 
(HMS, et al.) 

Cuckoos, Anis, and Goatsuckers.— Two Mangrove 
Cuckoos (1 carrying food) were found on Big Pine 
Key, July 19, and 2 young (Cuban) Common Night- 
hawks on Key West, July 3 (FH, MC). A Smooth- 
billed Ani at Key West, June 12 to 18, was unusual 
(FH, MH, George Stevenson). The nesting popula- 
tion of Yellow-billed Cuckoos in the Tallahassee area 


seemed to be reduced by more than 50 per cent. 

Kingfishers and Flycatchers—-The scarcity of the 
Belted Kingfisher as a nesting bird in Florida is not 
generally realized because non-nesting individuals may 
be seen as late as early May, and some return by late 
June. This year returns were found at Shell Point 
(Wakulla County), June 25 (HMS, ef al.), and on 
the Tamiami Trail, July 10 (WGA, et al.). A Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher at Whale Harbor (Florida Keys) 
on June 27 (WGA, et al.), is the first ever recorded 
from the State in summer. The Gray Kingbird was 
present in increased numbers at Jacksonville Beach 
where it first nested in 1952 (SAG). 

Swallows.—Eighteen Bank Swallows near Miami 
on July 31 (WGA), mark the earliest fall record for 
the Region, and 2 immature Rough-wings seen on June 
8 in Wakulla County, several miles from any breeding 
station, may only be regarded as precocious fall 
migrants (HMS). Another was seen near Whale 
Harbor, far south of the species’ breeding range on 
June 27 (WGA). Three Purple Martins at Key West 
on June 11 (MH), were probably fall migrants also. 
About 150 were noted on Mullet Key, Aug. 12 
(MW). A Barn Swallow seen near Lake Worth by 
Gladys E. Olson, June 15, is difficult to classify, but 
most likely was a late spring migrant. 

Warblers—Early Black and White Warblers ap- 
peared on Alligator Point, July 10 (earliest Divisional 
record; HMS, ef al.) ; and in Miami, July 14 (Eva S. 
Dickie). A carefully authenticated record of an 
Orange-crowned Warbler at Key West, Aug. 15 
(FH, LAS), is partly corroborated by other August 
and September records there, although the species has 
not been detected in other parts of the State until Oc- 
tober. Other dates in the Southeast suggest no route 
by which the species might reach Key West on so 
early a date, thus the origin of the precocious migrants 
presents an interesting problem. The Yellow (Cuban 
Golden) Warbler was reported on the increase as a 
breeding bird in the Lower Keys (FH). After being 
unrecorded on its usual breeding grounds in the Talla- 
hassee Division, the Kentucky Warbler reappeared in 
migration on the early date of Aug. 4 (HMS, MAJ). 
The increase of breeding Yellow-breasted Chats in the 
coastal parts of this division, described in the last 
report, was further reflected by the presence of one in 
full song near Wakulla Beach, June 8 (HMS). A 
Hooded Warbler on July 8, in woods where it does 
not breed, must be considered a fall transient and is 
probably the earliest record for Florida (HMS, SE) 
Other early, but not record-breaking, fall arrivals 
were: Louisiana Water-thrush, Tamiami Trail, July 
10 (WGA, e¢ al.) ; Prairie Warbler, St. James Island 
(Franklin County), July 24 (HMS, ef a/.); and Am. 
Redstart, Miami, July 26 (ESD). 

Finches and Sparrows.——Five Painted Buntings seen 
near Sunniland (Collier County), Aug. 8, and said 
to be “obviously migrants,” establish a new arrival 
date for the Southern Peninsula (WGA). Two sing- 
ing Indigo Buntings in Wakulla County on June 8 
may indicate an increase there, as there had been only 
one previous summer record (HMS). A pair of 
Field Sparrows was observed on June 20 near Tal- 
lahassee, perhaps the only part of the State where 
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they nest regularly (HMS) 

Correction.—Line 10, page 309, Audubon Field Notes, 
August 1954, “The third South 
Florida record of the Cerulean Warbler, etc.” — 
HENRY A. STEVENSON, Department of Zoology. 
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


should read, 


ONTARIO—WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
June and July were generally hot and dry months 
in this Region, without any prolonged heat spells 
such as were ex- 

perienced last sum- 
mer. This weather 
statement applied 
equally well at the 
head of Lake Super- 
ior as it did along 
the southern edge of 
the Region at Lon- 
don and Toronto. 
At Toronto, it was 
the driest July in the 
113 years 





records 
have been kept, and 
home-owners looked 
sadly at their burned- 
out lawns. At Pimisi 
Bay, east of Lake 
Nipissing, there were heavy rains during the first 
week of June, flooding the creeks and marshes and 
taking a heavy toll of the first nestings of birds such 
as Red-winged Blackbirds (Louise Lawrence). 

Not sufficiently emphasized in our report for the 
Spring Season was the abrupt change from warm 
weather (mid-April to May 2) to a long spell of 
cool weather (May 3 to 22) throughout the southern 
part of this Region. This fact seemingly caused what 
had started out to be a rather early migration (Whip- 
poor-wills as early as April 20 at Buffalo, and 
Northern Water-thrush and Veery at Toronto on 
April 10 and 16, respectively) to become a late one 
for all species normally arriving in May. Waves of 
migrants were practically non-existent through most 
of May. At all places along the southern part of this 
Region there were good flights up to the first two 
days of May, then none of any consequence until 
around the 23rd. Common Nighthawks were not 
noted at Buffalo until the 21st (late), and although 
an Eastern Wood Pewee was noted at Norwich, N. Y. 
(50 miles east of Ithaca) as early as May 2, the bulk 
of the species was later than usual in putting in an 
appearance there (Leslie Bemont). 

Point Pelee, jutting out into western Lake Erie 
from the Ontario shore, has long been recognized as 
an outstanding focal point for birds during the 
seasons of migration. Some desultory banding had 
been done there in the past by Dr. W. W. H. Gunn, 
and others; but this May Dr. Gunn, Field Represent- 
ative of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, set up 
a Heligoland-type banding trap and began to do 
systematic banding for the first time at the point. 
Although still experimental, the trap captured 204 














342 


small migrants of 38 species during the month. These 
were banded. 

Geese, Ducks.—The great flight of Am. Brant 
through the eastern part of this Region terminated at 
Buffalo, N. Y., June 5; Toronto, Ont., June 9: 
Rochester, N. Y., June 10 and Oshawa, Ont., June 
20. Mitchell's Bay, Lake St. Clair, produced 48 nests 
of the Redhead, May 24 (Dr. Miles Pirnie and Cop. 
servation Officer Art Roberts), and 9 nests, with § to 
9 eggs, of the Ruddy Duck on the same day (Roberts). 
“Wholly unexpected” (Dr. Harold Axtell) in the 
Buffalo area were the 2 Am. Mergansers with 2 young 
seen (Hart Kivett, Bernie Nathan, ef al.) on July 1 
at Erie Beach, Ont., on the Welland County shore of 
Lake Erie, close to Buffalo. A female of this duck 
with 4 half-grown young had been seen, however. 
June 27, 1942, by John Crosby, at Rondeau, farther 
west along the same north shore of Lake Erie. 

Vultures. Hawks.—J. Carmichael located a Turkey 
Vulture on its nest in a hollow Red Elm on May 30 in 
South Ekfrid Township, Middlesex Co., Ont. An in- 
teresting summer Rough-legged 
Hawk came from Rossport, on the north shore of 
Lake Superior, where Dr. Albert Allin reported two 
birds, June 5. Golden Eagles have never nested in 
the Toronto region in recorded history, but. this 
summer evidence that they may do so came to hand 
Robert Trowern and Dr. Richard Saunders saw one 
at the limestone escarpment 30 miles west of Toronto 
(at Terra Cotta) May 23, and on June 27 two birds, 
perhaps a pair, were identified by Gerry Bennett at 
Credit Forks, just six miles north of the first locality. 
Suitable wilderness and nesting-ledges occur in that 
area, but the nearest nesting ever recorded was in 
north Frontenac County, around rocky cliffs, 150 
miles northeast of Toronto. Another hawk which has 
never been reported nesting near Toronto is the 
Osprey; yet there is a possibility that the occasional 
pair may do so. This summer, for example, indivi- 
dual Ospreys were seen on the eastern and western 
sections of the Toronto waterfront (West Hill, June 
22, Doug Scovell, Derek Beacham; Fudger’s Marsh, 
Aug. 1, Don Perks). These dates were too early to 
concern fall migrants. 

Shorebirds.—To the Rochester and Kent Co., Ont. 
Am. Golden Plover records (April and May) add 
200 at Wheatley, Kent Co., May 9 (Dr. Jack Satterly, 
et al.) and 72 on Grand Island, N. Y., in the Niagara 
River, May 6 (Osgood). And to the north shore of 
Lake Erie Hudsonian Curlew records in the report 
for May add 125 seen at Point Pelee by Dr. Gunn on 
the 25th. Normally a rare late fall migrant along the 
southern edge of this Region, the Purple Sandpiper 
occurs at even rarer intervals in spring. This season 
one was collected June 8 (seen June 6) at Buckhorn 
Island State Park, at the north end of Grand Island 
in the Niagara River (Winston Brockner, ef al.). 

Gulls.—One of the more spectacular changes in the 
avifauna of the lower Great Lakes, during the past 
three decades, has been the increase in numbers of 
wintering Great Black-backed Gulls. Previously rare 
anywhere on Lake Erie and almost unknown on Lake 
Huron, this gull has, of late years, been turning up 
on those lakes with increasing frequency in fall, winter 
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and spring. Occasional birds have even reached the 
Bruce Peninsula, which separates Lake Huron from 
Georgian Bay (about 1937, fall of 1946). This 
summer, a big surprise awaited Howard Krug when 
he landed on the Fishing Islands in Lake Huron (off 
the Bruce) to band the young Herring Gulls on 
July 1. For he found 2 young Great Black-backs 
among their smaller relatives! These he banded. On 
his second visit (July 10), Mr. Krug found and banded 
a third juvenal (photographed) and watched three 
adults on the surface of the lake off shore. Mr. Krug 
is far too careful an observer to confuse the species, 
vet it is unfortunate that one of the youngsters was 
not sent to the ROMZP to substantiate such an un- 
expected breeding occurrence. In this connection, it is 
of interest that a few adult Great Black-backs were 
present this July along the Niagara Peninsula shore 
of Lake Erie (Art Schaffner, e¢ al.), suggesting 
possible nesting among the healthy colony of Herring 
and Ring-billed Gulls on Mohawk Island, off Rock- 
house Point, along the same shore. Specimen evidence 
confirming this first Great Lakes nesting for the 
species is awaited with considerable interest. 

Owls.—Two nesting-places of the Am. Barn Owl 
along the southern edge of this Region were reported: 
two nests in silo lofts north of Queenston, on the 
farms of Messrs. Hershom and Tregunna (Harold 
Whyte, Don Burton), and a pair which had raised 
5 young, in July, at Victor, N. Y., near Rochester 
(rep. by Harry Van Beurden). At the head of the 
Great Lakes (in these reports referred to as The 
Lakehead), Dr. H. Quackenbush located a nest of the 
Saw-whet Owl in an old Yellow-shafted Flicker’s 
hole, May 24. The exact locality was Shebandowan, 
58 miles west of Fort William. 

Magpies.— It is difficult to know whether sporadic 
occurrences of the Am. Magpie in the east concern 
wild or escaped birds. This spring one was seen on 
April 25 by John H. Gaul at Warsaw, N. Y., between 
Rochester and Buffalo. 

Wrens through Gnatcatchers— A Bewick’s Wren 
at Point Pelee, May 8 to 10 (Axtell, Nathan, ef al.) 
and one at Cedarvale Ravine, Toronto, July 1 
(Saunders) are worth a mention. So are the two 
Mockingbirds reported at Toronto: one on May 17 
at Oakville (George Wilson) and one on June 13 at 
Buttonville (Lister Sinclair). Bennett saw a Mocking- 
bird's nest with eggs at Petrolia, Lambton Co., Ont. 
A record which should have been mentioned in the 
spring report concerned 2 Wheatears seen on March 
19 at Prescott, on the St Lawrence River in Ontario 
(Robert Compton). To the rather large number of 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers published in our last report 
add these for the southern edge of Ontario: 4 at Port 
Britain up to May 19 (rep. by John Cartwright); a 
nest at Point Abino, May 22 (Axtells); a nest at 
Fanshawe Lake, Middlesex Co., June 5 (Paul Mac 
kenzie) and a bird up to June 13 at Grant's bush, 
9th Conc., Sombra Township, Lambton Co. (James 
Carscallen ) 

Vireos.—Always a rarity here and only along our 
southern regional border is the White-eyed Vireo. 
This spring it was seen at four places: Horseheads 
(Finger Lakes), May 9 and 15 (A. Fudge): 


Rochester, May 2 (rep. Van Beurden) ; Buffalo, April 
29 (Schaffner, Fish, Axtell) and Point Pelee, May 12 
and 23 (Gunn, Don and Mrs. Smith). Two observa- 
tions of the Yellow-throated Vireo at about its north- 
ern breeding limits were a pair, July 1 to 4, at Oro 
Beach, Lake Simcoe (Doug Miller) and a pair at 
Madoc, July 19 to 23 (Lillian Hart). Madoc is north 
of Belleville. 

Warblers—Two new nesting-stations in southern 
Ontario for Prothonotary Warblers were reported this 
season: three nests at the Dundas Marsh, Hamilton 
(George North); and a nest at Orwell, Elgin Co. 
(Marshall Field). Previous Ontario nestings had all 
been along the north shore of Lake Erie. Single birds 
were seen in southern Ontario at Port Britain in May 
(Florence Reeve); Point Pelee, May 12 (Gunn); 
Glendon Hall, Toronto, June 6 to 8 (Ed Waltho, 
Jim McIntosh) and Caledon East, northwest of 
Toronto, May to July (Percy Beatty). A Worm-eating 
Warbler was watched at Port Britain, May 23, by 
Flo Reeve. Ott Devitt produced the most northerly 
nesting record for the Golden-winged Warbler in this 
Region when he collected a small juvenal, July 2, at 
Bald Lake, north of Buckhorn Lake, in Peterboro Co., 
Ont. (now in ROMZP). Freaks for mid-summer at 
Toronto were the Tennessee Warbler which Jim 
Baillie heard singing repeatedly at West Hill, July 
10, and the Bay-breasted Warbler Dr. Doug Clarke 
heard, then saw, at Agincourt, June 26. At, or about, 
their northern limit were the Cerulean Warblér seen 
on May 16 by the Kingston Nature Club and the one 
Mrs. J. R. Westman observed at Minesing, northwest 
of Lake Simcoe, June 20. Yellow-breasted Chats 
and Hooded Warblers are very rare indeed in the 
Toronto area in summer. This season J. David and 
Mrs. West saw a chat on June 27 at Lorne Park 
Huber Moore had a Hooded Warbler under observa- 
tion at Milton, July 31, Aug. 5 and 6. Neither has 
ever nested at or near Toronto. 

Blackbirds and Orioles —Three May reports of 
Western Meadowlarks came from West Elgin Co. 
(Dougald Murray) ; one was noted in June on Archie 
Bell’s farm, Raleigh Tp., Kent Co. (Russ Tilt); and 
one was present from June 16 to 29 on the 10th Conc. 
of Sombra Tp., Lambton Co. (Carscallen). One of the 
few records of the Baltimore Oriole for the Lakehead 
was one Allin saw at Port Arthur, May, 28 to 30. 
Brewer's Blackbirds are on the move eastward as 
breeding birds. Every year since 1945 they have nested 
at Port Arthur. Last summer a few were seen near 
Sault Ste. Marie in June and September. This season, 
they were found breeding there (4 nests at Sault Ste 
Marie plus a male carrying food at nearby Echo Bay). 
The first nest, with 4 young. June 6, was found by Dr. 
and Mrs. Murray Spiers, and District Biologist 
William Morris. 

Tanagers—Two Summer Tanagers were seen in 
May at Point Pelee (Gunn, Saunders) and another 
at Rondeau, May 24 (Richard Ussher). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Dickcissels were prominent 
at Point Pelee in May. Ten were seen on the 8th and 
2 on the 13th (Gunn). Close to its northern limits 
was the Henslow’s Sparrow observed in May by the 
Kingston Nature Club. An Oregon Junco at Point 


343 








Pelee, May 17 to 21 (Saunders, Gunn, J. M. Barnett) 
appeared after the Slate-colored Juncos had all left 
the Point. Very late was the Am. Tree Sparrow at 
Rochester, May, 11 (Genesee Ornithological Club). 
Like Western Meadowlarks, the Clay-colored Sparrows 
are occurring at an increasing number of places in 
southern Ontario each summer. This season they were 
observed at London (Mackenzie, Doug Dow), High- 
land Creek (Don Perks, et al.) ; Hamilton (rep. Wil- 
liam Girling) and Ayr (nesting, no details, Girling). 
—JaMES L. BaliLuiz, Royal Ontario Museum of 
Zoology and Palaeontology, 100 Queen's Park, 
Toronto. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The summer of 1954 
in the Appalachian Region was not extraordinary, 
either meteorologically or ornithologically. South- 
ward the rainfall was about 
normal and well distributed. In 
northern West Virginia, June and 
July were very dry, with heavy 
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ditions do not approach the drought- 
disaster point of the past few years. 
August’s heavy rains (about 8 
inches in the Morgantown, W. Va. 
area) completely filled all artificial 
lakes and reservoirs, removing the 
possibilities of finding shorebirds. 
Western Maryland lakes are as high 
as I have ever seen them, even in 
winter. On an August trip to three 
of these mountain lakes, five observers failed to find 
even a Spotted Sandpiper. Industrial use of water from 
some of the Ohio and Pennsylvania reservoirs has, 
however, created more favorable shorebird areas. 
Wood warblers, the Appalachian Region's most 
characteristic and most interesting bird group, went 
into the “doldrums” in spring migration, and have not 
recovered. All breeding species were present, but 
seemingly in sharply reduced numbers. Black-throated 
Green Warblers seemed particularly scarce in many 
places, but in lesser degrees this was true of most 
other species. Around the writer's home near Morgan- 
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town, Golden-winged and Prairie Warblers, both 
present last year, were not found this summer. 
Generally distributed species like Yellow-breasted 


Chats and Common Yellowthroats were in sharply 
reduced numbers. No warbler species seemed un- 
usually common in the area. In mountainous territory 
the warblers present stopped their singing early, so 
that practically none could be heard after July 15. 
Migration began early, even in some unexpected 
species. Barn Swallows began an evening flight south- 
ward (near Morgantown) on July 8. At Ohio lakes 
(Vincent McLaughlin, Marion Hundley, and others), 
and at Pennsylvania ponds (F. W. Preston), early 
shorebirds included Black-bellied and Ringed Plovers, 
Dowitchers, and Stilt, Least and Semipalmated Sand- 
pipers. At Morgantown large flocks of dark-feathered 
Am. Robins appeared about Aug. 15. 
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Members of the Brooks Bird Club failed once more 
in an attempt to find Sutton’s Warbler. This year’s 
foray, conducted by*this group, was in Fayette County, 
a southern West Virginia area where litle previous 
ornithological work had been done. While finds were 
not spectacular, much was added to our knowledge 
concerning the territory. The Oglebay Nature School 
continued its intensive work in the Terra Alta, 
W. Va., area. 

The summer was a productive one so far as mast 
and wild fruits are concerned. An abundance of 
natural food for wintering birds seems assured. Game 
technicians are watching carefully for any marked de. 
cline in Ruffed Grouse populations, since according 
to the eleven-year cyclic theory a “crash” is overdue, 
It is worth noting, biologically, that such a ‘‘crash” 
has already occurred in the West Virginia population 
of Virginia Varying Hares. 

Grebes through Herons.—A Horned Grebe, ap. 
parently unhurt, was still present on Lake Phillip 
Nelson, near Elizabethton, Tenn., on June 27 (Fred 
W. Behrend). A Pied-billed Grebe was found by 
Max Carpenter near Waynesboro, Va., from June 27 
to July 7. This species apparently nested at Lake of 
the Woods, Preston Co., W. Va, since young birds 
were seen there by the writer and others. 

Double-crested Cormorants were noted at Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., until late spring (Mrs. E. M. West), 
and near Elizabethton, Tenn., until early June 
(FWB). During recent years there has been a major 
shift away from the Appalachian Region in the post- 
breeding movement of “white” herons. Only a few 
years ago Am. and Snowy Egrets and immature Little 
Blues were regular in late summer, and might be 
found along any watercourse, even at high elevations. 
Recently, however, all three have been scarce or miss- 
ing. McLaughlin reported only 3 Little Blues from the 
extensive northeastern Ohio lakes. At six artificial 
lakes in West Virginia and western Maryland, no 
“whites” have been found. It would be interesting to 
know if an entirely new pattern of post-breeding 
wandering is developing. 

A single Great Blue Heron spent the summer at 
Fields Park Reservoir just outside of Morgantown. 
An Am. Egret was noted by C. J. Rowland near State 
College, Pa., on July 24. and 5 were seen at Dayton, 
Va., on July 17 (MC). There are few reports of 
Black-crowned Night Herons, and none since spring 
of Yellow-crowned Night Herons. A number of ob- 
servers noted a seeming scarcity of Least Bitterns. 

W’aterfowl—McLaughlin feels that there has been 
a sharp recent drop in numbers of breeding Mallards, 
Blacks, and Blue-winged Teal in northeastern Ohio. 
It may possibly be that some of these birds have 
shifted to newer lakes and ponds farther south and 
east. Observers agree that duck broods were abnor- 
mally small this year. Wood Ducks continue to in- 
crease in West Virginia, and may be found now at 
almost any suitable spot. It is difficult to remember 
that only a few years ago they were rarities with us. 

Green-winged Teal appeared again, as they usually 
do, in northeastern Ohio in July. Local observers are 
curious as to where these may breed. At Stony Lake, 
Carroll County, Ohio, Marion Hundley and Forest 
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Buchanan reported a 2 Lesser Scaup with 10 young. 
A & Ruddy Duck spent June near State College, Pa. 
(Ww. S. Clarke, Jr.). 

Vultures through Shorebirds.—Black Vultures, 
spreading northward and westward through the 
mountains in recent years, seemed scarce during this 
season. Marsh Hawks were present at Cranesville 
Swamp and Canaan Valley, W. Va. The pair of Spar- 
row Hawks which have nested in Dr. J. J. Murray's 
house at Lexington, Va., moved to a nearby tree this 
summer. 

Bob-whites and wild Turkeys had good seasons, al- 
though there are reports of small Turkey broods. Many 
of the good spots for rails dried up during the early 
summer drought in eastern Ohio, and McLaughlin 
reported few Virginias and Soras. H. Heimerdinger 
found a brood of King Rails at Mosquito Reservoir 
on July 26. A pair of Florida Gallinules nested at 
Centre Furnace Pond, near State College, Pa. (Merrill 
Wood). 

As noted above, high water wiped out any possi- 
bility of a shorebird migration at many of our ponds 
and lakes. Fields Park Reservoir, near Morgantown, 
which last year had a steady, and sometimes good 
population of shorebirds, had none this season. Air- 
ports continue to attract Upland Sandpipers. Four 
nests were found at the Youngstown, Ohio, port, and 
one observer saw 26 birds at one time. At the Mor- 
gantown Airport, Dr. E. N. McCue again found these 
birds; there were young of the year there in August. 
A flock of 60 Solitary Sandpipers at Mosquito Reser- 
voir, Ohio, on July 10 was notable (HH). At the 
same place, Hundley found 5 Black-bellied Plovers 
in spring plumage on Aug. 11. No shorebird rarities, 
nor any large flocks, have been reported. Two Ring- 
billed Gulls near Lexington, Va., from May 20 to 
June 6 were very late (Joshua Womelsdorf). 

Cuckoos through W oodpeckers.—Near Huntington, 
W. Va., Ralph Edeburn found cuckoos unusually 
scarce. Since this has been true for the past several 
seasons, one wonders if there has been a shift in 
cuckoo populations northward to some of the vast 
tent caterpillar outbreaks which are ravaging Canadian 
and Lake States forests. 

Dr. Murray reported adult Horned Owls feeding 
young in daylight on July 15 at Lexington, Va. Com- 
mon Nighthawks nested rather commonly about towns 
and cities, but no large migration flights had de- 
veloped at the time of this report. There seemed to 
be a marked scarcity of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
in some areas. McLaughlin states that Pileated Wood- 
peckers are becoming backyards birds in the Youngs- 
town area. 

Flycatchers and Swallows.—Hundley, Forest Bu- 
chanan, and others found two nests of the Traill’s 
Flycatcher, one occupied and one not, in Carroll 
County, Ohio, on July 11. Least Flycatchers were not 
present in their usual nesting spots around Morgan- 
town this summer. The first heavy flights of Barn 
Swallows through northern West Virginia began on 
July 8. There were heavy flights of Tree and Rough- 
winged Swallows in late July, and great flights of 
Purple Martins in August. The Cliff Swallow flight 
was just beginning at the time of this report. Cliff 


Swallows did well in their nesting, with good re- 
ports coming from Virginia and northeastern Ohio 

Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets—Edeburn found few 
Bewick’s Wrens near Huntington, and the same has 
been true in the Morgantown area. Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens were noted during the summer at Lake of the 
Woods, Preston County, W. Va. Veeries were abun- 
dant in certain localities in Highland County, Va. 
(Murray). A Ruby-crowned Kinglet near Morgan- 
town on Aug. 13 was phenomenally early (M. 
Brooks). 

Warblers—A Prothonotary Warbler sang in the 
backyard of Dr. N. B. Green at Huntington, W. Va., 
from May 16 to June 7. The B.B.C. found Swainson’s 
Warblers during their June foray in Fayette County, 
W. Va. Yellow-throated (Sycamore) Warblers were 
common along Twelve-pole Creek, Wayne Co., 
W. Va. (Edeburn). Clarke reported Prairie Warblers 
becoming more common in the State College, Pa., 
area. Am. Redstarts, usually locally abundant, were 
missing from many areas near Morgantown. 

Bobolinks, Orioles, Tanagers——Bobolinks were 
abundant in the Preston County, W. Va., nesting 
spots, and birds in fall plumage began migrating 
through the Morgantown area on Aug. 20. Buchanan 
found an occupied nest of Orchard Orioles on July 
11, his first certain breeding record from Carroll 
County, Ohio. Huntington observers found both Sum- 
mer and Scarlet Tanagers much less common than 
usual. ; 

Finches —A_ young Dickcissel was found near 
Morgantown by a group of local bird students on July 
5. Purple Finches were common all summer in the 
Youngstown, Ohio, area, and a nest was found in 
one of the city parks. This is the first known summer 
occurrence of the birds in this area. Purple Finches 
sang all summer in shade trees along the streets of 
Davis, W. Va. On Iron Mountain, Carter County, 
Tenn., Behrend found a flock of 20-25 Red Crossbills 
on June 20, the second summer record for this por- 
tion of the State. The birds were at an elevation of 
about 4000 feet, and, notably, were in a purely de- 
ciduous forest area. Behrend noted that many of the 
oaks in which the birds were feeding were infested 
with gall wasps——MAuRICE Brooks, West Virginia 
University, Morgantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—May was 
colder (-—5.4°) and drier than normal in the St. 
Paul—Minneapolis, Minn., area (Minneapolis Weather 
Bureau). The 
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from normal. June temperatures averaged slightly 
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1949. This July had 817 
degree-hours over 80° as compared with 457 for July 
a year ago. In Lapeer Co., Mich. (Lapeer weather 
station) temperatures were about normal except from 
June 9 to 16 (86° to 91°), July 12 through 14 (91° 
to 93°), and July 26 to 31 (88° to 93°). During 
July only 4 inch of rain was recorded in Lapeer Co.; 
Dale Zimmerman wrote, “I never such a 
parched landscape in this region.’ At Seney National 
Wildlife Refuge in northern Michigan there were 
cold spells, hot spells, wet spells and the nesting sea- 
son ended with a drought—complete lack of rain- 
fall between June 30 and July 27 

Loons.—Three nests of the Common Loon hatched 
on June 10, 22, and 23 at Seney National Wildlife 
Refuge, Seney, Mich. (C. J. Henry). 

Herons.—An unusual item this year was the nesting 
of Am. Egrets farther north than they usually nest. 
In Minnesota only one nesting of the Am. Egret has 
been reported prior to this season, the one at Pelican 
Lake, Grant Co., in 1948. This spring seven nests 
of the Am. Egret were found about May 5 or 6 at 
Blue Lake, Scott Co., Minn. Three weeks later food 
was being carried to these nests. The nests were in a 
Great Blue Heron nesting colony (R. J. Wilkie). In 
Michigan the first nesting records for the Am. Egret 
were obtained this spring. On April 24, 9 active nests 
and at least 18 Am. Egrets were counted on Stoney 
Island, Detroit River, Wayne Co., Mich. (Mr. and 
Mrs. E. N. Stanton). On May 1, seven nests were 
seen at Dickinson Island, St. Clair Co., Mich. (D. 
Middleton, B. Johnston and M. Prior). At both 
stations the Egrets were nesting in company 


was the warmest since 


recall 


Am. 
with Great Blue Herons and Black-crowned Night 
Herons. On June 6, 9, and 27, the colony of Black- 
crowned Night Herons on Harsen’s Island, St. Clair 
Co., Mich., was censused. There were approximately 
500 nests; and about 600 young were banded, a 
slight increase over last year (Walter Nickell and 
William Stapp). 

Waterfowl, Cranes.—At the Seney Refuge, Seney, 
Mich., the first young Canada Geese were noted on 
May 18 (May 5 in 1953, May 13 in 1952, and May 13 
in 1951). There was a 10 per cent drop in breeding 
pairs which resulted in a small drop in production 
(Henry), An unusual site for a Mallard nest was an 
abandoned Gray Squirrel’s nest at least 35 feet up in a 
willow tree, found on May 17 in Minneapolis, 
Hennepin Co., Minn. Several days later five broken 
Mallard eggs were found below the nest and a few 
days after that Blue Jays were using the nest (Mrs. 
Kathryn Kimball). A pair of Shovellers seen from 
June 11 through 15 was the first summer record in 
5 years at Seney Refuge, Mich. (Henry). At Kalama- 
zoo and southwestern Michigan pairs of ducks seen 
in May indicated a good breeding season, but absence 
of broods through June and July made it difficult to 
determine the actual outcome. Vegetation was very 
lush from heat and early rains, so there may have 
been a population shift (Mrs. Gladys Hall). At Mud 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Holt, Marshall Co., 
Minn., Mallard and Blue-winged Teal production was 
down slightly; the drop was more than compensated 
for by increases in other species, especially divers 
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A European Widgeon was observed at Mud Lake 
Refuge for a period of about a week, first on June 15 
(J. C. Carlsen). In Lapeer Co., Mich., populations of 
Wood Ducks were down the last few years, but 15 
were counted, including a brood of 6, in Imlay Twp, 
on July 25 (Marian and D. Zimmerman). A Wood 
Duck nest near Minneapolis, Hennepin Co., Minn. 
was found to have at least 6 eggs on May 8 (W. J. 
Breckenridge). Wood Ducks were very scarce at 
Seney Refuge, Mich. (Henry). A pair of Sandhill 
Cranes with young was noted at Seney Refuge, Mich. 
on June 4 (Henry). 

Common Tern.—The count of Common Tern nests 
at Metropolitan Beach, Macomb Co., Mich., was 1875 
nests on June 11, slightly higher than last year. 
Nickell. who conducted the count, banded 679 young, 
and many more were banded by members of the 
Detroit Audubon Society during June and July. 

Ouls.—Barred Owls found in three localities con- 
stitute the first records for Lapeer Co., Mich., since 
1948. There also seemed to be a definite and sudden 
increase in Washtenaw and southern Oakland Co.: an 
adult and 2 downy young were seen on July 4 in 
Almont Twp., Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman). A 
young Short-eared Owl just out of the nest was 
banded on May 23 in Goodland Twp., Lapeer Co., 
Mich., where 2 pairs and a single bird had been 
seen earlier. This is the first breeding record for the 
species in Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman). Norman 
A. Wood (Birds of Michigan, 1951) lists only four 
breeding records up to 1943. Seven young Barn Owls 
were banded on May 29 in Macomb Co., Mich 
(Middleton and Johnston). A female Barn Owl with 
a large incubation patch was found dead near Imlay 
City, Lapeer Co., Mich., on Feb. 20 (Zimmerman). 

Wood peckers—Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were re- 
reported from Lapeer County, and St. Clair County, 
Mich. The first nesting evidence for Lapeer County, 
was when 2 agitated adults were seen near a hole 
about 50 feet up in a tree on June 24 (Zimmerman) 
On June 16 a nest with both adults present was 
found in St. Clair County (R. O'Reilly, Jr. and 
D. De Busschere). The species may formerly have 
been more abundant in the southern 3 tiers of 
counties but is now rarely found nesting there. 

Flycatchers, Wrens.—A nest of the Least Flycatcher 
with at least one young was found in Oakland 
County, Mich., on June 26 (O'Reilly). This is the 
second record in 10 years obtained by the Bird Survey 
Committee of the Detroit Audubon Society. A nest 
with 2 young of the Acadian Flycatcher found on July 
9 is the first breeding record for Lapeer Co., Mich. A 
pair of Winter Wrens feeding four young in North 
Branch Twp. in June constitutes the first breeding 
record for Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman). A 
singing Winter Wren was observed at Cedar Creek 
Research Area, Isanti Co., Minn. on July 5 (Brecken- 
ridge). 

Warblers—A Prothonotary Warbler’s nest with 
six warbler eggs and 3 cowbird eggs was found on 
June 5 near Stillwater, Washington Co., Minn. 
(W. Cummings). A nest and 5 eggs of this same 
species was found at Mt. Clemens, Macomb Co., 
Mich., on June 5. This is the first nesting record in 
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many years for southeastern Michigan (D. De Bus- 
schere and Father Terence Rhoads). Golden-winged 
Warblers appear to be increasing in Lapeer Co., 
Michigan. A male was feeding young just out of the 
nest on June 26 near Metamora, adults were feeding 
large young in Arcadia Twp. on July 4, 5 and 8 and 
another pair feeding large young on Aug. 8. Nor- 
mally they are exceedingly difficult to find in this 
grea during July and August (M. and D. Zimmer- 
man). The Detroit Bird Survey reported 6 observa- 
tions of nesting Golden-winged Warblers; the earliest 
observation was of a nest with 2 warbler and 4 cow- 
bird eggs found on June 5 in St. Clair Co. (N. 
Kelley) and the last a nest with young found in St. 
Clair Co., on July 10 (Johnston and Middleton). 
Cerulean Warblers were present in 3 areas in southern 
Lapeer Co., Mich.; two separate observations of 
adults feeding young constitute first breeding records 
for the county (M. and D. Zimmerman). Northern 
Water-thrushes were found nesting far to the south 
of their normal nesting range in Michigan. Numerous 
pairs and singing males were located in eastern Lapeer 
Co., and a male was observed feeding a large young 
in North Branch Twp., same county (Zimmerman). 
In the Detroit area there were 6 reports of breeding 
Northern Water-thrushes from June 5 to June 19 in 
Macomb and Oakland Counties, Mich. (Middleton, 
Johnston, Kelley and O'Reilly). Two singing male 
Connecticut Warblers near Red Oak, Oscoda Co., 
Mich., are the first summer records for the Lower 
Peninsula and may also be the farthest south this 
species has ever been recorded in summer (Zimmer- 
man). Mourning Warblers were observed in Luding- 
ton State Park, Mich., in July (Peter Hovingh, Jr. 
and Jim Ponshair) and in Isanti Co., Minn., July 5 
(Breckenridge). Both observations were made south 
of their usual nesting range. A southward extension 
of the known breeding range of the Canada Warbler 
in Michigan was also reported. Two nests were found 
in Almont Twp., Lapeer Co., on July 4 and 5 
(Zimmerman); 5 pairs and 3 nests in Bruce Twp., 
Macomb Co., June 15, 19 and 26 (Daubendiek, 
Johnston, Middleton) ; a pair carrying food to young 
in St. Clair Co., on June 28 (O'Reilly), and a pair 
observed June 19, 26, and July 3, Orion Twp., Oak- 
land Co. (O'Reilly, N. and A. Kelley). Alice Kelley 
of the Detroit Audubon Society wrote, “The presence 
and nesting of the Northern Water-thrushes were un- 
heard of, really; but when we were alerted, many 
people were able to study the birds and their song. 
We are at a loss to explain why the Canadas have not 
been found before, or we wonder if this is a phenome- 
non of 1954."’ Canada Warblers were seen feeding 
young at Ludington State Park, Mich., on July 4 
(P. Hovingh, Jr. and Ponshair). 

Finches and Sparrows.—An adult female Purple 
Finch and 3 flying young observed at Cranbrook, 
Oakland Co., Mich., constitute the first nesting evi- 
dence in the Detroit area in 10 years of survey records 
(Nickell). A pair and another male Lincoln’s Sparrow 
seen near Red Oak, Oscoda Co., Mich., on June 30 
carrying food, and a male carrying food on July 9 
at the same place make up one of the very few summer 
records of this species in lower Michigan (Zimmer- 


man).—Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Minnesota Museum 
of Natural History, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—It is a 
strange paradox that most people's interest in ob- 
serving birds waxes and wanes in inverse correlation 

with the variety 











of activity that 
there is to ob- 
serve. Thus those 
who seek simply 
to glimpse and 
list a species 
during migration 
are many; those 
who study some 














aspect of its life 
during the nest- 
ing period, few. Until far more observers become as 
interested in birds as animals, to use James Fisher's 
phrase, as they are in birds as hardly animate items 
to add to a yearly tally sheet (like stamps to a collec- 
tion annually dispersed and reassembled), it will be 
impossible to write with any confidence of the nesting 
season in general. Scattered students are doing ex- 
cellent summer work, and some of their results are 
described here. But many others might well ask them- 
selves whether they are not neglecting a very satisfy- 
ing field of investigation and one in which the 
amateur can make probably his most significant con- 
tribution to ornithology. 

The only weather factor of sufficient magnitude to 
be generally detected and to produce a noticeable ef- 
fect on nesting was the cumulative force of the 
months of drought; many marshes and pond margins 
became unsuitable for species requiring aquatic or 
semi-aquatic environments. There were indications 
that breeding of some perching birds suffered a tem- 
porary set-back during the long cold spell in May. At 
the other extreme, that the high temperatures of June 
and July affected reproduction adversely is noted in 
T. E. Musselman (Quincy, Ill.) and R. S. Gregory's 
(Mooresville, Ind.) observations of Bank Swallow 
and Purple Martin nestlings killed by the heat. (Is it 
at all significant that both these species are swallows, 
or alternatively that both are cavity-nesters?) Local 
storms took their toll, e.g., flattening a reed bed, or 
blowing young from the trees in a heron rookery (as 
at Willow Slough, Ind., on May 28), or overturning 
a passerine nest. 

Pelicans and Herons.—Two White Pelicans that 
appeared on Lake Decatur, Ill., on July 15 were still 
present in mid-August (Richard Sandburg, Robert 
Kirby). While the late summer flight of egrets and 
Little Blues was barely mentioned by observers, many 
commented on the mounting numbers of Am. Egrets 
nesting here. The most graphic evidence came from 
Laurel Van Camp, who counted some 100 nests in 
the colony on West Sister Island, Ohio, where there 
were 30 in 1950. Increases were noted, too, in nearby 
Ottawa County (Van Camp, Milton Trautman) and 
at Quincy (Musselman). The 40 adults in the new 
Willow Slough rookery doubled the count of 1953 
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(William Madden, fide Russell Mumford). Mussel- 
man also calls attention to a very good year for Green 
Herons in his area, despite swamp drainage that cut 
drastically into the numbers of most marsh nesters; 
the herons resorted to a not uncommon practice of 
nesting upland. 

One of the most marked trends in 1954 was the 
rise in Yellow-crowned Night Herons in that part of 
the Region east of the Mississippi. Ordinarily rare 
and irregular beyond the Ohio River, many singles or 
small groups were seen northward as far as Chicago. 
More important, some of these birds nested, nearly 
always associating with Black-crowned Night Herons. 
Near Cincinnati, Tom Johnstone and Bruce Mansfield 
(fide Sven Sjodahl) found Hamilton County’s first 
breeding pair on April 17; by summer, 3 other pairs 
had built within a 100-foot radius. Edward S. 
Thomas, whose discovery of nests at Columbus, Ohio, 
was reported in the spring summary, eventually 
found 5 pairs breeding at O'Shaughnessy Reservoir. 
In the marshes south of Chicago, Mrs. Amy Baldwin 
and Ralph M. Eiseman watched a nest through July; 
in a Black-crown rookery in the same general area 
were 5 adult Yellow-crowns. 

Ducks.—Wood Ducks, the only waterfowl a signi- 
cant proportion of whose total numbers nest in the 
Region, fell in production in the states along the 
Mississippi and in Indiana, but held their own or 
gained in most of Ohio. Van Camp found 30 of 85 
boxes around Genoa, Ohio, in use; in 5 boxes where 
first nests failed, second attempts were made, all with 
success. Two nests under incubation on July 8 were 
exceptionally late; one was checked the following 
week—-12 of its 13 eggs had hatched. 

Eiseman saw a 6 Ring-necked Duck and 2 broods 
of young Ruddies in the Cook County, III., marshes 
on June 26. 

Hawks, Eagles —Van Camp and Vic Koppelberger 
(Medina, Ohio) agree that Cooper's Hawks have 
probably decreased and that Marsh Hawks have al- 
Musselman noted precisely the 
same conditions at Quincy. Van Camp found the 
season a poor one for Bald Eagles in Ottawa and 
Lucas Counties, where only 3 of 8 pairs brought off 
young; i.e., from the reproductive efforts of 16 adults, 
5 new individuals survived to leave the nest. 

Cranes.—An apparently healthy Sandhill Crane re- 
mained on a Union County, Ohio, farm from June 21 
through mid-August, feeding on wheat gleaned from 
stubble fields (Thomas). 

Sand pipers—James B. Cope’s observation of a 
Spotted Sandpiper nest at Richmond, Ind., yielded 
new information about that species. Four eggs dis- 
covered on May 16 hatched 22 days later during the 
morning of June 7, after an incubation period of at 
least a week longer than that assigned by the litera- 
ture. 

Gulls and Terns —A few nesting and many sum- 
mering Herring Gulls prevented Common Terns from 
breeding on Starve Island, Ohio. Trautman found the 
tern, which formerly nested by the hundreds on this 
island in western Lake Erie, confined to sub-marginal 
habitats, its numbers at an all-time low. Van Camp, 
who banded 620 young Common Terns, believes the 
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species had a successful year on the mud banks of 
Maumee Bay in Lucas County, despite the fact that 
on one visit he noticed many young dead of starvation, 

Cuckoos, Owls.—All observers from Illinois east. 
ward noted very high numbers of Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos, Musselman suggesting that the rise in his 
area was correlated with an invasion of the army 
worm there. Van Camp's annual search for Screech 
Owl nests located 57 in 1954, all but 5 in Wood 
Duck boxes. A comparison of his data over the years 
indicates that brood sizes were larger than usual: 209 
young were banded in 49 nests, and one brood of 7, 
and 5 broods of 6 nestlings were found. On this 
basis he makes the interesting suggestion that the 
mouse population must have been up. That this is a 
possible explanation for larger broods is borne out by 
other studies; e.g., in England the Short-eared Ow! 
has laid more eggs per set in years of vole plague. 

Goatsuckers—The boundary of the known range 
of the Chuck-will’s-widow continues to creep north- 
ward from the Ohio River. John Surbaugh (fide 
Sjodahl) heard Hamilton County's first, a bird sing- 
ing regularly in late June in a woods near Cincinnati. 
Mumford is largely responsible for the growing in- 
formation regarding its presence throughout the south- 
ern quarter of Indiana; this year he continued the 
censusing project he initiated with Kahl in 1953, 

Wi oodpeckers:—For a year or so occasional co- 
operators have commented on the presence of more 
Red-headed Woodpeckers. A sizeable proportion of 
similar summer reports from Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio leads to the conclusion that a general increase 
has occurred. 

Flycatchers.—Few people in this Region are likely 
to be aware that the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher nests 
within it, as it did this year in Johnson County, Kans., 
and at Lee’s Summit, Mo. (Ben King). A vagrant of 
the species turned up south of Chicago on July 26 
(Mrs. Baldwin, Nelda McQuate, Eiseman). 

Martins.—It is surprising that Purple Martins, 
whose numbers would be comparatively easy to 
census, receive such slight attention. The only exten- 
sive work being done is Karl Bartel’s count of the 
breeding population within the limits of the city of 
Blue Island, Ill.; there 282 pairs in 1953 dropped 
20 per cent to 224 in 1954. Gregory noted the same 
tendency at Mooresville but in a sample too small to 
have statistical significance. 

Thrushes.—Scattered signs point to a_ relative 
scarcity of Wood Thrushes, but there are too few 
facts to justify more than this bare suggestion. On 
the other hand, there is abundant evidence testifying 
to the continuing resurgence of Eastern Bluebirds east 
of the Mississippi. Musselman’s observations present 
a clear picture of a good increase over 1953, a year 
in which a strong comeback was made. Although the 
climb has been rapid and steady, he still estimates the 
number of 1954 nests represents only 65 per cent of 
the figure prior to the dramatic drop in the winter of 
1950-51. Recovery seems not yet to have extended to 
lowa. 

Blackbirds—Near Chicago a few Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds continue to hang on and breed in the 
once-great marshes back of Lake Michigan (Marvin 


Ze 
th- 
de 


ith. 


ely 


‘Sts 


of 


26 


ed 
me 


ive 
ew 


ing 
ast 


ear 
the 
the 
of 
of 


ded 
the 


vin 


Davis). Their habitat is progressively shrinking as 
industrial demands produce more and more filling, 
draining, and dumping of wastes. It seems hardly 
possible that Illinois’ colonies will fare better than 
Indiana's; there the last known pair gave up after 
1938. But 1954 seems to have been a successful year; 
in August, Raymond Grow saw a flock of the sur- 
prisingly large size of 50. West of Waukegan, III., 
Marion Clow saw 2 pairs of Yellow-heads feeding 
nestlings on July 16, a notably late date. 

Dickcissel —All reports indicate that Dickcissels 
were far commoner than usual and were present in 
locations where they have not previously been seen. 
For example, Sjodahl noted 3 or 4 times the regular 
numbers west of Cincinnati; for the first time in 
10 years, Mrs. C. R. Wagner found a pair in Licking 
County, Ohio; 5 new nesting fields were occupied 
near Lake Forest, Ill. (Miss Clow); and at Marble 
Rock, Iowa, Pearl Knoop counted 35 birds en the 
wires along an 11-mile stretch of road. It should be 
pointed out that the Dickcissel shares some of the 
erratic characteristics of certain others of its family, 
e. g. the crossbills, arriving and nesting in great 
numbers in one year and being entirely absent the 
next. This then was what Roberts would call a “Dick- 
cissel year’; his account (The Birds of Minnesota, 
2:345-7) and Trautman’s (The Birds of Buckeye 
Lake, Ohio, 400-1) are interesting comments on the 
phenomenon.— VAL NOLAN, JR., Rural Route No. 10, 
North Fee Lane, Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The cool, wet 
May weather that produced an eventful late migration 
this spring carried over in some sections through the 
first week of 
June, and in the 
eastern part of 
the Region July 
brought a slight 
excess in preci- 
pitation. Other- 
wise, above- 
normal temper- 
atures and be- 
low-normal 
rainfall pre- 
vailed. All across the Region, from the Apalachicola 
River to the Texas line, water levels are by now far 
down. Areas of river swamp and coastal marsh that 
seldom emerge even as mud banks have become dry 
land. Increasing in severity from east to west, drought 

















conditions have reached their regional maximum in 
Cameron Parish, Louisiana's premier bird territory and 
the scene of its top-ranking Christmas Bird Counts. 
Barring a sudden and unforeseen change in weather, 
the sun-baked marshland will be in no condition this 
fall and winter to accommodate its usual abundance of 
shorebirds and waterfowl. 

The retarded spring migration apparently has not 
brought about a corresponding delay in the south- 
ward movement of birds. F. M. Weston reported that 
warbler migration started about on time at Pensa- 
cola, although, as in the spring, fewer individuals 


than usual have so far been noted and two species 
expected in the period, the Prairie Warbler and Am. 
Redstart, have not yet appeared at all. 

Studies of breeding birds revealed several late nest- 
ings and quite a few range extensions, two of which 
involved new state breeding records. A series of trips 
into the mountains of northern Alabama this summer 
by T. A. Imhof, in an effort to determine what birds 
of northern distribution breed there, was more suc- 
cessful in demonstrating that southern birds are edg- 
ing upward to higher elevations, in conformity with 
a long-term trend that has been noticed for several 
years. Regardless of the direction of movement, the 
species most prominently participating in the range 
expansions of the last decade seem to be those whose 
habitats have been extended or improved by man: 
the Horned Lark, the swallows, the Am. Robin, the 
Loggerhead Shrike, the Yellow Warbler, the Brown- 
headed Cowbird, the Blue Grosbeak, and the Dick- 
cissel. 

Loons through Spoonbills—A report of a belated 
Common Loon at Mammoth Spring, Ark., was veri- 
fied on July 4 by Ben B. Coffey. Whether or not the 
bird was injured could not be determined, but it 
lingered there for only a week or two. A Pied-billed 
Grebe was seen in the fresh-water impoundment on 
the Sabine National Wildlife Refuge on July 24 
(R. R. Rudolph), furnishing one of the few summer 
records for coastal Louisiana. Reddish Egrets seemed 
unusually common in Cameron Parish in August, 8 
having been noted on the 16th during casual observ- 
ing along the 9 miles of road between Oak Grove and 
Grand Chenier (J. P. Gee). The Roseate Spoonbill, 
apparently absent from Louisiana as a breeder in 
1953, was reported nesting this year at both Lacas- 
sine Refuge and “Shell Hill’’ on the Sabine Refuge. 
At the latter colony on July 11, the count was: one 
nest with setting bird, 5 nests with young, and 3 
broods out of the nest (JPG, RRR). 

Ducks —A 6 Shoveller was seen with 2 Lesser 
Scaups in DeKalb County, Ala., near Hammondville, 
on the late date of June 4 (TAI); and an Am. 
Scoter was identified at Apalachicola, Fla., on May 
30 (R. and J. Krebs). The late-lingering Ruddy Duck 
recorded from 8 miles north of Shreveport, La., in 
the last report became quite tame and remained at 
that locality until July 5 (H. H. Jeter). With the 
rapid drying up of the pond, it disappeared and was 
not noted on July 10 (G. D. Hamilton). 

Hawks.—Five Swallow-tailed Kites seen at close 
range at Salt Springs Sanctuary in southwestern Ala- 
bama on Aug. 5 (J. Keeler) provide what seems to 
be the first State record in 33 years. Although the 
Red-tailed Hawk breeds sparingly in Louisiana, an 
individual observed 12 miles east of DeQuincy on 
Aug. 11 (S. M. Russell) now places this species for 
the first time in the category of birds definitely re- 
corded in the State in every month of the year. An 
increase this year in Broad-winged Hawks and a cor- 
responding decrease in Red-shouldered Hawks in 
northern Alabama was especially evident in areas of 
breeding census (TAI). A Marsh Hawk 10 miles 
south of Elton, La., on July 28 (SMR) is the first 
ever noted in the State in midsummer. One of 2 


349 








Audubon’s Caracaras seen on fence posts at Gum 
Cove in Cameron Parish on June 11 (R. E. Murry) 
was believed later destroyed by a pole trap. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns —Two Hudsonian 
Curlews discovered at Cameron on July 31 were still 
present the next day (G. H. Lowery, SMR)—the first 
time the species has been recorded in Louisiana in 
August. A dozen or more Upland Sandpipers in a 
field near Duson, La., on Aug. 2 (JPG) equaled the 
previous earliest State arrival date for southbound 
migrants. A White-rumped Sandpiper at Fort Morgan, 
Ala., June 12, and a Red-backed Sandpiper at Cape 
San Blas, Fla., on June 26 (H. M. Stevenson) were 
both extremely late. Three Ring-billed Gulls on 
July 31 at Cameron (GHL) place that species among 
the birds recorded in Louisiana in every month of the 
year. Two Gull-billed Terns on June 24 at Pensacola 
(FMW ) are the only ones seen there in summer for 
many years. 

Doves, Whip-poor-will—Three Ground Doves 
were spotted on June 5 at Choccolocco, Ala. (TAI, 
HMS)—the third Alabama locality beyond the coastal 
plain. Four vociferously cooing males were noted 
along less than half a mile of coastal ridge near 
Johnson’s Bayou on Aug. 1 (GHL, SMR), but, de- 
spite a vigorous search, the first nest of the species 
in Louisiana still remains to be found. Another syste- 
matic survey by the Coffeys of potential Whip-poor- 
will habitats in Mississippi, eastern Arkansas, and 
western Tennessee on four nights (June 19-July 4) 
produced a total of 19 calling birds in 11 new 
“pockets,” including sites 5 miles east of Toccopola, 
Miss. (a new southernmost State breeding season 
record) and 5 miles east of Oxford, Miss. (a new 
southwesternmost State breeding season record). 
These results contrast rather sharply with the outcome 
of a similar survey in the summer of 1952, when 
Coffey and R. D. Smith heard the species at only two 
localities. 

Flycatchers through Wrens.—Very late nesters at 
Pensacola included a Crested Flycatcher with a set 
of 3 eggs on June 6 and an Acadian Flycatcher sit- 
ting on an inaccessible nest on July 4 (FMW). A 
Least Flycatcher collected 4 miles southwest of Dixie, 
La., on May 16 (HHJ) is the latest spring migrant 
ever recorded in the State by a full week. The dis- 
covery of a flock of 8 Horned Larks, 6 of them in 
juvenal plumage, in a short-grass pasture near Ham- 
mondville, Ala., on June 4 (TAI) probably indi- 
cates the spread of the species to a new breeding 
area. No less than 12 nests of the Barn Swallow were 
found under the highway bridges on the Sabine 
Refuge on Aug. 1 (GHL, SMR). Close inspection 
confirmed what has long been suspected—that the 
breeding Barn Swallows of Cameron Parish are of 
the pale-breasted race, insularis. Previously there had 
been no definite record of this island form breeding 
anywhere on the mainland of the United States. Of 
the three accessible nests, two held young and one 
still contained eggs. The clutch may have been an 
abandoned one, but even the presence of nestlings on 
this date is remarkable—as evidenced by the fact that 
a brood of large young in a nest at Santa Rosa Island, 
Fla., on July 25 of this year (FMW) was by far the 
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latest ever known there. Barn Swallows of the more 
familiar northern race were discovered nesting on 
July 11 in culverts at two noteworthy localities jp 
Arkansas—on Highway 1 north of Wynne and on 
Highway 11 near Slovak; the young had just vacated 
the nest at the latter location on that date (Coffeys 
and others). A Bank Swallow colony in the bank of 
the Mississippi River near Heloise, Tenn., comprising 
over 200 occupied nests on June 6 (Coffeys, Alice 
Smith) is the fourth Tennessee nesting site to be dis. 
covered since Audubon. Three Bank Swallows as. 
sumed to be migrants were noted near Hammondville 
Ala., on the unusual date of June 4 following cold, 
rainy weather (TAI). At the new Yellow Creek 
Embayment bridge 15 miles northwest of Iuka, Miss, 
on June 27, Coffey recorded the first known nesting 
of the Cliff Swallow in that State. Associated with 
the 17 nests of that species were 6 nests of the Barn 
Swallow, notable in their own right as only the 
second group nesting of the latter species ever found 
in northern Mississippi. A brood of 4 Carolina Wrens 
were just leaving the nest at Pensacola on the ver 
late date of Aug. 1 (FMW). 

Warblers—A Tennessee Warbler in a backyard in 
Birmingham on June 9 (B. Daniel) and a singing 
Blackburnian at nearby Fairfield on June 11 (TAI) 
are further evidence of the late northward migration 
discussed in the spring report. Yet southbound or 
post-nuptial wandering Black and White, and Parula 
Warblers began to appear in nonbreeding localities 
in northern Alabama by June 24, less than two weeks 
later. And the returning vanguard of migrant Yellow 
Warblers and Northern Water-thrushes had reached 
the very shores of the Gulf itself, by the respective 
dates of July 15 and Aug. 8, when individuals were 
noted at Pensacola (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke, FMW). 

Finches and Sparrows —The nesting season was 
unusually successful for Cardinals in the vicinity of 
Century, Fla.; Mrs. A. L. Whigham reported more 
young birds raised to maturity than she can recall in 
any previous year. Single Lark Sparrows were both 
seen and heard in song 5 miles south of Paris, Tenn., 
and 5 miles east of Toccopola, Miss., on the respec- 
tive dates of June 13 and 20 (BBC and others). On 
June 4, at Valley Head, Ala., at the northern end 
of Wills’ Valley, which stretches over 100 miles to 
Birmingham and eventually opens out onto the coastal 
plain, a party of 30 (including TAI, HMS) uncovered 
the first definite evidence of the breeding of the 
Song Sparrow in Alabama. A pair of the birds 
were seen carrying food in a wet, weedy area along 
the railroad tracks, but a half-hour vigil failed to 
disclose the actual nest. The nearest previously known 
nesting locality, at Chattanooga, Tenn., is only 32 
miles to the northeast but is separated from Valley 
Head by a barrier of high land——RoperT J. NEw- 
MAN, Maseum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather conditions during the first part of the season 
were unfavorable for nesting birds. A cold, wet and 
late spring delayed nesting, especially of waterfowl. 
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No severe storms occurred during the period, al- 
though some wind damage to tree-nesting species oc- 
curred in June, particularly to Mourning Doves. The 
weather in July and early August was warm, dry and 
favorable to late nesting species. 

Grebes.—Red-backed Grebes nested in normal num- 
bers on the Lower Souris Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Upham, N. Dak. (Donald V. Gray), but were scarce 
in other parts of the Region. The Eared Grebe popu- 
lation on the Lostwood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Lost- 
wood, N. Dak., increased considerably over that of 
the previous three years, with an estimated breeding 
population of 1500 (Kermit D. Dybsetter). The 
Bowdoin Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Malta, Mont., also 
reported them nesting in greater numbers with ex- 
cellent success (Leon C. Snyder). Western Grebes 
nested only in scattered small groups on the Lower 
Souris and Des Lacs Refuges. The Upper Souris Nat’l 
Wildlife Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., again had two 
large nesting colonies, but total numbers were below 
last year (Frank R. Martin). Increases in nesting 
Western Grebe numbers were reported by the La- 
creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. (Ken- 
neth Krumm); the Bowdoin Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Malta, Mont. (LCS); and the Medicine Lake Nat’l 
Wildlife Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. (Elmo G. 
Adams). 

Pelicans and Cormorants.—The colony of nesting 
White Pelicans on Chase Lake, near Jamestown, 
N. Dak., again increased this year. The total popula- 
tion, adults plus young, was estimated at 6000. The 
hatch period extended from the second week in June 
to July 18 (Nelius B. Nelson). White Pelicans were 
present on the Medicine Lake Refuge in numbers 
twice those of last year. A severe hailstorm in early 
July killed about 200 birds, mainly young, while 
many adults suffered broken wings. Losses were also 
noted among cormorants, herons, gulls and_ terns 
(EGA). The nesting colony on Last Mountain Lake 
near Regina, Sask., is still decreasing, due mainly to 
interference by fishermen and tourists (C. Stuart 
Houston). Double-crested Cormorants were present 
in about normal numbers in most areas. 

Herons and Bitterns—Great Blue and _ Black- 
crowned Night Herons and Am. Bitterns were present 
in normal numbers in most sections. A Least Bittern 
nest with one egg was found on the Lake Patricia 


Refuge, Flasher, N. Dak., on June 15 (Bernie 
Fashingbauer). 

Waterfowl—Three Trumpeter Swan nests were 
located in the Grande Prairie, Alta., area and one 
brood of 3 was observed (Frederick M. Helleiner). 
On the North Dakota Refuges the Canada Goose 
(Common) production was down. Predation was the 
main factor in poor nesting success with adverse 
weather a secondary factor. The Canada Goose (Com- 
mon) production on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., 
and Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont., 
was above 1953 (LCS, EGA). On Long Island on the 
Bowdoin Refuge, competition from gulls was very 
heavy and incubation was completed in only 11 out 
of 19 goose nests started. Cold, wet weather in May 
resulted in the loss of most early nests of Mallards 
and Pintails. Later nesting species and second at- 
tempts of early species had very good success with 
the warm, dry weather that prevailed from mid-June 
through mid-August. Nesting success for North Da- 
kota as a whole was below that of 1953; however, 
the Upper Souris and Des Lacs Refuges had better 
production than last year (FRM, HSH) and the Lost- 
wood Refuge had the highest brood counts in several 
years (KDD). The Medicine Lake Refuge reported 
a 50 per cent increase in duck production (EGA) and 
the Bowdoin Refuge the highest ever to occur (LS). 
The Prairie Provinces had good success of late and 
second nesters, with overall production comparable 
to 1953. For the 1954 season, as in 1953, hatching 
peaks were 2 to 3 weeks later than normal. 

Hawks through Cranes.—Two Broad-winged Hawks 
were observed at Smith, Alta., and one at Spurfield, 
Alta., on July 18; both occurrences were at the 
northern limit of the range of the species (Chandler 
S. Robbins). Prairie Falcons were present in the same 
general area as in the past 3 years in the Theodore 
Roosevelt Nat'l Mem. Park, Medora, N. Dak. (Ebba 
Brooks). Sharp-tailed Grouse and European Par- 
tridge had average success in most areas. Good to ex- 
cellent nesting success was reported for the Ring- 
necked Pheasant from all parts of its range in the 
Region. A continued upward trend was reported for 
Sage Hens in the Malta, Mont., area (LCS). A Sand- 
hill Crane nest with one egg was found in the 
Yorkton district in Saskatchewan. The nest consisted 
of a platform of dead bulrushes in 21 inches of 
water (CSH). 

Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—Long-billed Curlew nest- 
ing pairs were quite numerous on the Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. Spotted Sandpipers, Willets, 
Marbled Godwits, Am. Avocets and Wilson’s Phala- 
ropes all nested in above normal numbers on Bowdoin 
(LCS). The same species (except no curlews) nested 
in normal to slightly below normal numbers in most 
North Dakota areas. California Gulls nested in usual 
numbers at Chase Lake, near Jamestown, N. Dak. 
(NBN), and at Bowdoin Refuge (LCS). The Ring- 
billed Gull population has been declining at Chase 
Lake, probably due to crowding by White Pelicans 
(NBN). At Bowdoin Refuge, the Ring-billed Gull 
population increased and caused some depredation 
loss of waterfowl nests and young (LCS). 

Doves, Swifts, Wood peckers.—Many areas in North 
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Dakota reported an upward trend in the Mourning 
Dove population. Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, 
N. Dak., had the highest population ever recorded 
in that area. An increase was noted at Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont., where 50 pairs were found 
nesting in groves at refuge headquarters. Along a 
2-mile stretch of highway, west of Malta, 276 birds 
were counted on the evening of July 22 (LCS). 
Chimney Swifts, which are scarce and local in Mani- 
toba, were noted as far north as Dauphin. Four were 
seen there on July 6 (CSR). On a field trip through 
a burned-over area between Hill City and Mystic, 
S. Dak., during mid-July, approximately 20 Lewis's 
Woodpeckers, adults and young, were seen in flight. 
Under observation in the same area were 4 nesting 
holes where young were being fed. Two Yellow- 
bellied Sapsuckers (Red-naped) were seen feeding 
young in holes 200 feet apart in the Black Hills re- 
gion in mid-July (Whitney Eastman, Karen Eastman). 

Swallows, Dippers, Wrens.—Tree Swallows were 
scarce on the Des Lacs Refuge and Kenmare, N. Dak., 
vicinity; and no nesting took place on Arrowwood 
Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. Purple Martins were seen 
on 4 occasions in the vicinity of Grande Prairie, 
Alta., during the period (FMH). An Am. Dipper 
was seen feeding young in a nest behind the falls at 
Roughlock Falls in the Black Hills in mid-July (WE, 
KE). Young Rock Wrens were found north of 
Mandan, N. Dak., on July 5 (Paul Klein). Four 
Rock Wrens, 2 adults and 2 young, were noted near 
Black Butte, N. Dak., on Aug. 11 (HSH). 

Vireos through Tanagers.—A study in the bottoms 
of the Missouri River north of Bismarck, N. Dak., re 
vealed about one pair of Red-eyed Vireos per acre 
(Robert N. Randall). Several hundred pairs of East- 
ern Meadowlarks nested on Lacreek Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. (KK). Orchard Orioles were seen carrying 
food on June 9 in Rapid City, S. Dak. (Harry 
Behrens). Baltimore Orioles were recorded on several 
different occasions between June 12 and Aug. 1 in 
Grande Prairie, Alta. (FMH). A nest containing 3 
Scarlet Tanager fledglings was found on July 11. 
about 5 miles south of Bismarck, N. Dak. (PK). A 
Scarlet Tanager at Arnes, Man. (on Lake Winnipeg) 
on July 5 was north of the known nesting range 
(CSR). 

Grosbeaks, Finches. Sparrows.—-A Cardinal was 
seen in Kensal, N. Dak., on July 5 (Seth H. Low, 
Richard D. € ole). Three pairs of Black-headed Gros 
beaks were recorded on a 16-acre study area north 
of Bismarck, N. Dak (RNR). A nest with recently 
hatched young Black-headed Grosbeaks was found in 
a willow thicket, 10 feet above ground, in Rapid 
City, S. Dak., on Aug. 1 (N. R. Whitney, Jr.). A 
Blue Grosbeak, probably the second State record, 
was seen along the Maple River 4 miles south of 
Chaffee in Cass County, N. Dak.. on July 27 (Charles 
Knedel ) 
30-foot tree at the mouth of Stagebarn Canyon, 
Meade County. S. Dak., was noted on June 5 
(NRW). They were plentiful near Wasta, S$. Dak., 
in mid-July (WE, KE). Dickcissels were present in 
good numbers in Kidder and Ransom counties (CK) 
and in Barnes County in North Dakota (Edgar Pres- 


A singing Blue Grosbeak perched atop 
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ton). They were noted in small numbers throughout 
the nesting season on Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak 
(KK). A male and female Lesser Goldfinch were 
observed in Kenmare, N. Dak., on Aug. 20. The 
birds were seen several times during the following 2 
days; on wires, in tree tops and feeding in a weed 
patch near the edge of town (Robert Gammell, Ann 
Gammell, Howard Huenecke, Eunice Huenecke, Olive 
Bodmer, Ruth Pederson). On Aug. 23-24 a male was 
seen and heard frequently and on 3 occasions was 
observed feeding what appeared to be an immature 
bird. This apparently is a new State record. On July 
25 two singing Leconte’s Sparrows were found 19 
miles south of Fort Nelson, B. C., west of the known 
breeding range of this species (CSR). During a trip 
through the Prairie Provinces, McCown's Longspurs 
were encountered most frequently on July 13, be. 
tween Medicine Hat and Suffield, Alta., usually in 
company with the more abundant Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs. A few were noted as far east as Regina, 
Sask. (CSR).—ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dak., and Howarp S. HUENECKE, Des Lacs Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Special 
attention was given to the effects of the extreme 
drought upon nesting success. A number of co. 
operators were asked to 
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nesting success was more accurate and complete than 
that obtained by other cooperators, His observations 
on the absence of nesting Yellow-billed Cuckoos and 
the nesting failure of the Mourning Dove and the 
Dickcissel seem to be of particular significance. In 
general the data suggest that for most species of birds 
the number of young that left the nest was consider- 
ably lower than normal. It was apparent that the 
second nesting of most species was very unproductive 
The combination of temperatures that set new records 
day after day and the lack of even a trace of rain 
throughout much of July probably placed a severe 
strain upon the physiological processes of both young 
and adult birds. Nighswonger noted another condi- 
tion which may have had a serious effect upon eggs 
and young—the drought caused the premature drying 
up of foliage and the falling of leaves to the extent 
that many nests were exposed to the direct rays of 
the sun. 
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The season was also characterized by the early and 
erratic movements of a number of species. This situa- 
tion will be discussed in more detail in the fall mi- 
gration report but some of the distribution records 
indicate that there was movement from one type of 
habitat to another even during the nesting season. 
For example, at Colorado Springs typical plains 
species moved into the foothills while certain moun- 
tain species came down into the canyons in early 
summer (Mrs. H. J. Wagner). 

In summary the nesting success of certain species 
was the poorest in many years. The unprecedented 
drought during July also resulted in early and erratic 
movements that produced an unusual picture of bird 
distribution. Unquestionably winter populations of 
certain species will be both conspicuously low and 
confronted with the problem of living through the 
winter in habitats where shelter and food supplies 
will be the poorest since the dust bowl years. 

Loons, Herons. —A Common Loon spent the sum- 
mer at Lake Carl Blackwell near Stillwater. This bird 
was seen regularly from early June (J. E. Williams) 
to July 28 (F. M. Baumgartner). This is the second 
time that a loon has been known to summer in Okla- 
homa. A Great Blue Heron colony was located near 
Hardy, Okla. (C. Marshall), but the small rookery 
north of Alva was not occupied this year (PN). A 
large colony of nesting Little Blue Herons was found 
near Owasso, Okla., on July 25 (J. S. Tomer). This 
is the second nesting locality reported in Oklahoma. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Hawks continued to be very 
scarce in the Region. At Topeka this group was 
thought to be at an all time low (L. B. Carson). The 
Black Vulture appears to be decreasing at Dallas 
where months go by without a report (Mrs. E. Win- 
ford, Paisano Bird Club). The Mississippi Kite ap- 
peared to be more common at Stillwater where pairs 
were seen in two new localities (FMB). The number 
of kite nests in one locality near Alva was about half 
as large as usual (PN). Only 2 of 5 Red-tailed Hawk 
nests near Alva produced young. The young in one 
nest, exposed to the direct sun most of the day, died 
at an early age (PN). A Broad-winged Hawk was 
seen at Dallas on June 13. This species is rare in that 
locality (EW). The second nest of the Swainson’s 
Hawk in the Stillwater area was found on May 26 
(FMB, W. Crouch). The first nest of the Sparrow 
Hawk at Stillwater was found about May 10 (B. 
Talley). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Despite the drought the galli- 
naceous game birds appear to have had a successful 
nesting season in many localities. For example many 
broods of Bob-white were reported at Topeka (LBC), 
at the Salt Plains Refuge (J. B. Van den Akker), 
and at Midland (FW). Bob-white nesting popu!a- 
tions were very low in northwestern Oklahoma (G. 
Merrifield) and in the vicinity of Altus in south- 
western Oklahoma (A. Lovett). At Boerne, Tex., the 
number of Bob-white was estimated to be only 25 
per cent as large as four years ago (D. T. Smith). 
The Scaled Quail had a very successful nesting season 
at Midland (FW) and a large number of broods were 
under observation at Boise City, Okla. (S. Schem- 
nitz). The Ring-necked Pheasant had a fairly success- 


ful nesting season in northwestern Oklahoma (GM) ; 
many broods were seen at Salt Plains (JBV). The 
fact that these species nest in the spring and early 
summer before the drought became too severe may 
account for the fact that their nesting success was 
better than that of many other groups. 

Shorebirds —The Mountain Plover nested for the 
first time at Clayton, N. Mex. (W. Cooke, A. J. 
Krehbiel). The nesting attempts of 2 pairs of Killdeer 
near Alva were unsuccessful (PN). The first nesting 
of the Am. Woodcock in Oklahoma was reported on 
the McCurtain Co. Game Refuge. On April 3 and 
again on April 13 an adult and 3 young were seen 
(T. Jessee). The Am. Avocet nested for the first 
time at Clayton (WC, AJK) and at Midland (FW). 
The Black-necked Stilt nested in a new location at 
Midland (FW). 

Pigeons, Cuckoos, Road-runners.—Two Band-tailed 
Pigeons were seen near Canadian, Tex., on July 13 
(A. S. Jackson). This is believed to be a new locality 
record for this western species. Mourning Doves had 
a poor nesting season at Alva. In one mulberry grove 
the efforts of several pairs resulted in only one brood 
of young that left the nest (PN). Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos were entirely absent in one locality near 
Alva and the nesting population was limited to a 
few pairs along the river and an occasional pair along 
the dry creeks of the region. The over-all population 
was estimated to be about one-third normal (PN). 
In contrast at Midland, where the rainfall was heavier 
than normal, the Yellow-billed Cuckoo was more 
plentiful than during the previous three years (FW). 
The Road-runner has practically disappeared at Mid- 
land. Ten years ago this species was considered com- 
mon in the county but the “‘chaparral cock’’ has not 
been reported during the past 2 years (FW). 

Swifts, Woodpeckers —On June 7 Chimney Swifts 
were seen at Amarillo, a locality west of their normal 
range (Mrs. D. Acord). The Red-shafted Flicker 
nested at an elevation of about 5000 feet near Clay- 
ton. All previous nests were found at considerably 
higher elevations (AJK). A  Lewis’s Woodpecker 
seen near El Reno, Okla., on June 28 was more than 
200 miles east of the normal range of this species 
(G. B. Wint). 

Flycatchers Cathirds.—In general  fly- 
catchers appeared to have had a fairly successful nest- 
ing season. Several observers reported seeing numbers 
of young Scissor-tails, and Eastern and Western King- 
birds. The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher showed a definite 
increase at Topeka (LBC). A Purple Martin colony 
at Stillwater had poor nesting success. Last summer 
17 pairs raised at least 58 young to the flying stage; 
this summer seven pairs raised 19 young (Mrs. 
FMB). The Cliff Swallow colonies near Topeka 
shifted their location, possibly because of the scarcity 
of mud for nest building (LBC). Nesting success of 
the Cliff Swallow at Alva was normal but three pairs 
of Barn Swallows did not raise a single young to the 
flying stage during their second nesting (PN). The 
first nesting record of the Blue Jay at Boerne was 


through 


made when a pair and 4 young were seen on June 
5 (DTS). The Catbird showed an increase at Colo- 
rado Springs (HJW). This species was feeding 
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feathered young at Dallas on July 12 (D. England). 

Warblers—A singing Swainson’s Warbler was 
seen repeatedly near Tyler, Tex., from April 5 
through May 31 by O. C. Sheffield, who located what 
he assumed to be the same bird one-half mile away 
from the first location on July 5, 11 and 18. This 
appears to be the first time that this species has been 
recorded throughout the summer in Texas. Swainson’s 
Warblers apparently nested again at Tulsa, Okla., 
where a male was seen and heard on July 4 (J. G. 
Newell and O. W. Letson). A Blue-winged Warbler 
seen in Tulsa on July 18 suggested that this species 
may have nested (Mrs. E. K. Frank). The Yellow- 
throated Warbler apparently nested at Tulsa; a male 
was observed on June 27 (JGN) and again on July 
4 (JGN, OWL). All three of these warblers are at 
the western edge of their range at Tulsa. The Golden- 
cheeked Warbler could not be found at Boerne where 
the species is considered an uncommon. breeder 
(DTS). At least 6 pairs of Prairie Warblers were 
seen from April 11 through June 20 near Tyler, 
Tex. (OCS); although this species has been seen 
there in previous summers, no active nest has yet 
been found. We must await definite nesting evidence 
before crediting this species with breeding so deeply 
within Texas territory. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Red-winged Blackbirds were 
not known to have nested this year in the Alva region, 
probably on account of the lack of water in ponds 
and streams (PN). The Brown-headed Cowbird began 
to collect in flocks in early June and heavy migration 
was noted as early as July 25 at Stillwater (FMB). 
Normally this species does not form flocks until mid- 
August or later. Western Tanagers were common at 
Colorado Springs in June but were not seen there- 
after (HJW). Nesting Summer Tanagers were more 
common than usual at Dallas (EW). 

Finches.—The distribution of grosbeaks and bun- 
tings was quite erratic. A male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was seen at Ponca City, Okla., on June 20 
(CM) and on several dates after July 1 (Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Allen). There are no nesting records for 
this species in Oklahoma. A male Black-headed Gros- 
beak was seen in the same locality on several dates 
before June 20. Two female grosbeaks were also ob- 
served with the male on June 20. The actions of the 
male suggested that a nest was near (CM). There are 
no nesting records for this species in the State. The 
Blue Grosbeak showed a conspicuous change of status 
in several localities. This species was more common 
than in past years at Topeka (LBC); it nested near 
Clayton for the first time (AJK); a singing male was 
found at Dallas, June 1-8 (EW); nests were found 
at Midland for the first time in three years (FW). 
The Indigo Bunting, which is also a rare breeder at 
Dallas, was heard on June 3 and three singing males 
and a female were located on June 13 (EW). A male 
Indigo Bunting was seen regularly near Lyons, Colo., 
between early June (Mrs. E .Matson) and July 14 
(J. Arnold), suggesting that this species may have 
nested west of its known range (Mrs. C. N. Collis- 
ter). The Painted Bunting showed a similar trend 
being more common at Topeka (LBC) and nesting 
for the first time in three years at Midland (FW). 
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Dickcissels appeared to arrive early at several loca. 
tions near Alva. About June 1 all disappeared ang 
none have been seen since (PN). The Lesser Gold. 
finch also nested at Midland after an absence of three 
years (FW). Two late stragglers at Midland were 
the Red Crossbill on June 13 (EW) and the Spotted 
Towhee on June 22 (E. Atwill).—F. M. 
GARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. College, 
Okla. 
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PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—Beginning with the February 1955 issue 
the new regional editor for this area will be: Mr 
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GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN. 
TAIN REGION.—The drought of the past year con- 


tinued over some of this Region and parts were de. 
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clared disaster areas, whereupon it started to rain 
more than usual. Elsewhere over this Region condi- 
tions were normal and no rain fell. Ken McLeod re- 
ported from the Klamath Basin in Oregon that the 
Bureau of Reclamation has come up with a hundred 
million dollar project for the basin. This threatens 
the beautiful unspoiled marshes remaining in_ that 
part of the country which teem with wildlife. These 
include Sycan Marsh, Klamath Marsh, and Sprague 
River Valley. The bill removing federal control from 
the Klamath Indian Reservation is almost through 
Congress and releases the Klamath Marsh for ex- 
ploitation. It is high time the forces for conservation 
became better organized to slow down the Bureau. 

In general, the breeding season this year was very 
similar to last year. More information on the in- 
cursion of the White-faced Ibis was reported by 
Branson with 7 summering, but not breeding, birds 
in the Klamath Basin. 

Waterfowl.—Three nesting sites of the Trumpeter 
Swan were found in Grand Teton National Park, 
Wyo., this season, instead of the usual one (Carl 
Jepson, park naturalist). On May 31, Floyd Thomp- 
son, U. S. Game Management Agent in Utah, saw a 
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Ross's Goose at Salt Springs in western Utah. We 
have reports from two of the great waterfowl nesting 
areas in this region. Vanez Wilson at Bear River 
Refuge on the upper end of Great Salt Lake reported 
the waterfowl nesting population down somewhat 
from last year, in spite of weather and water condi- 
tions being favorable—by June 1 they had 298 broods 
of Canada Geese—on July 29 they counted 161 
broods of Redheads and 143 broods of Gadwall; 
from Tule Lake and Lower Klamath in the Klamath 
Basin, Branson reported production of Canada Geese 
up 73 per cent, Mallard, Redhead and Am. Coot up 
considerably, Gadwall down over 80 per cent and 
the total duck production down slightly. The peak of 
waterfowl hatching was two weeks advanced. He had 
the first positive record of Green-winged Teal and 
Ring-necked Duck nesting in that area. Lockerbie re- 
ported a Redhead just off the nest with 22 chicks at 
Farmington Bay down the Lake from Bear River. 
Three weeks later this family was still intact. 

Gallinaceous Birds —The White-tailed Ptarmigan 
was breeding three weeks earlier than usual in Colo- 
rado. Young several days old were seen in the 
Sawatch Range at 13,700 feet elevation on July 3 
by Clyde Weatherford. On July 8, Don Thatcher had 
young almost 2 weeks old on Trail Ridge in Rocky 
Mountain Park and at Loveland Pass, Colo. 

Shorebirds, Gulls—The Plover was 
found breeding in several new localities in central 
Wyoming by Warkley. The Bear River Marshes re- 
ported 4821 nests of the California Gull, an increase 
over last yeat 

Swifts, Flycatchers, Verdins —H. H. Jeter and R. 
G. Beidleman reported 3 Black Swifts in Rocky Moun- 
tain National Park on June 22. Lockerbie recorded 
more breeding Eastern Kingbirds than he has ever 
found before in the Salt Lake valley. In the Great 
Sand Dunes National Monument in the San Luis 
Valley, central southern Colorado, Mrs. Armagast 
reported an Olive-sided Flycatcher, July 10, seen by 
an Adams State summer class in ornithology. The 
same class had a Verdin on July 1 


Mountain 


7, a very unusual 
record. 

Wrens, Thrushes.—Lockerbie found a_ Bewick’'s 
Wren at Eureka in central Utah, his 9th record in 
24 years. Mr. Lockerbie thinks that the building of 
homes with more lawns, fruit trees, and ornamental 
trees has been the cause of the great increase in the 
thrush population that he has been observing over 
the years in the Salt Lake Valley. The Mountain 
Bluebird was reported down in numbers by several 
observers: Mrs. Waltman in Sheridan, Wyo.; Wark- 
ley in Casper, Wyo.; and Lockerbie at Salt Lake City. 

Warblers, Orioles —On June 26, Mrs. Philip Hen- 
drickson and Mrs. Lambertsen had a male Bay- 
breasted Warbler at Rawlins, Wyo.—a new species 
for the State. They also saw a Black and White War- 
bler. H. H. Jeter had an Oven-bird in an aspen 
grove in Rocky Mountain National Park on June 21, 
a first record in the Park. Lockerbie reported a Scott's 
Oriole in Topaz Canyon in a desert mountain range 
in central western Utah. 

Finches and Longspurs.—Mrs. Carman noted her 
first pair of nesting Blue Grosbeaks at Grand Junc- 


tion, Colo. The Brown-capped Rosy Finch was found 
nesting a month early at Loveland Pass by R. J. 
Niedrach on June 19. John Warkley of Casper, Wyo., 
traced the breeding range of the McCown’s Longspur 
from the town of Laramie, Wyo., north over the 
Laramie Plains, where it is abundant, to the foothills 
of the Big Horn Mountains.—Dr. OLiver K. Scott, 
437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—June was characterized 
by unusual heat and continued drought. Rains that be 
gan falling late in the month and lasted through the 
period greatly alle- 
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record flows, were 
especially affected 
Arizona observers generally reported a lush grass 
growth, with good crops of wild flowers and berries 
and a plentiful supply of insects. The Rio Grande 
and Colorado River valleys, however, continued to 
be deficient in rainfall. As a commentary on the basic 
drought, Elephant Butte Lake was at the lowest level 
in its history; Burford Lake in northern New Mexico 
was dried up; and most Arizona reservoirs were at 
a very low stage. 

Loons through Herons —Two Common Loons were 





*seen on Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake Nat'l Wildlife 


Refuge, July 16 and 28, and one was still present, 
Aug. 6 (Gale Monson). An Arctic Loon was ob- 
served there, Aug. 13 (GM). The appearance of 3 
species of immature oceanic birds in the Havasu Lake 
area was noted on Aug. 13: a Brown Pelican flying 
over Crossroads, Calif., a few miles below Parker 
Dam; a Blue-footed Booby on Lower Havasu Lake: 
and a Magnificent Frigate-bird flying south over the 
upper part of Havasu Lake (GM). Aside from a 
moderate south wind that was unusually sustained for 
the season, there appeared to be no meteorological ex- 
planation for these wanderers. This is the second 
consecutive year the Blue-footed Booby has been seen 
on Havasu Lake, and it is the first appearance of the 
Magnificent Frigate-bird there in nearly nine years of 
observations. A Brown Pelican, perhaps the same one 
seen Aug. 13, was found in the Bill Williams Delta, 
Ariz., on Havasu Lake Refuge, Aug. 16 (GM). The 
Snowy Egret failed to nest in the Topock Swamp, 
near Topock, Ariz., also on the Havasu Lake Refuge, 
for the second consecutive year (GM). A Least Bit- 
tern was seen on a lawn near Boulder Beach, Lake 
Mead, Nev., Aug. 1 (Mrs. Glen Boyland fide Russell 
K. Grater). 

Waterfowl_—Summering ducks were scarcer than 
usual in the Region, and most observers reported the 
first southbound Pintails, and Green-winged and Cin- 
namon Teal, had not yet appeared by Aug. 15. A 
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small flock of Blue-winged Teal was seen at Park- 
view, Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex., June 12 (Patricia R. 
Snider). A drake Wood Duck was observed at the 
Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, along the 
Rio Grande near San Antonio, N. Mex., July 16 
(Raymond J. Fleetwood). 

Hawks.—A Mexican Black Hawk nest was found 
along the Verde River above Fort McDowell, Ariz.., 
June 20 (Maricopa Audubon Society), and a nest 
with at least one young was located along Cherry 
Creek near Young, Ariz., July 4 (Gene Seeley and 
Stanley Turner fide R. Roy Johnson); single birds 
were seen at Young, Aug. 2 and 8 (GS). An early 
Marsh Hawk was noted at Overton, Nev., near Lake 
Mead, Aug. 7 (James R. Youse). A summering Os- 
prey was seen at Topock, July 14 (GM); also one 
near Overton, July 28 (JRY). A pair of Peregrine 
Falcons seen on July 20 in the Bill Williams Delta 
the first of their kind seen on Havasu Lake 
Refuge since last February (GM). An Aplomado 
Falcon was observed between Hot Springs and Head- 
quarters, Big Bend Nat’! Park, Tex., June 29 (Rich- 
ard L. Kleen, ef al.). 

Shorebirds, Gulls —Two pairs of Black-necked 
Stilts successfully reared young at a small seepage 
pond at the California end of Headgate Rock Dam, 
near Parker, Ariz., Aug. 14 (GM). A Ring-billed 
Gull was observed at the New River Ponds, near 
Peoria, Ariz., Aug. 14 (RRJ). 

Goatsuckers through Kingfshers—A Whip-poor- 
will was heard at Mt. Union (7000 ft.) near Prescott, 
Ariz., June 5 and 18 (Heidi McLernon). The Com- 
mon Nighthawk was reported as unusually common 
in the Region: the most abundant in many years’ ob- 
servation at Snowflake, Ariz. (Louise Levine); at 
least 300 near Young, Aug. 9 (RRJ); common in 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. (F. J. Freeman) ; and common 
along the lower Rio Chama, N. Mex. (PRS). A Black 
Swift was observed near Pima, Ariz., Aug. 17 (Steve 
Gallizioli). A male Black-chinned Hummingbird was 
seen at the top of Cumbres Pass, on the New Mexico- 
Colorado border, Aug. 1 (PRS). A female White- 
eared Hummingbird was reported from Madera 
Canyon, Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., July 17 (RLK, ef al.), 
and one was also seen in Ramsey Canyon, Huachuca 
Mts., Ariz., July 18 (Dorothy E. Snyder, Robert 
Smart. Ellen Stephenson, ef a/.). Early Belted King- 
hshers were noted in the Bill Williams Delta, Aug. 
3 (GM); at Overton, Aug. 8 (JRY); and at El Paso, 
Tex., Aug. 8 (El Paso Bird Club). 

W ood pecker: through Crous.—A W ood- 
pecker nest with young was found in a cottonwood in 
the northern section of Albuquerque, July 1 (FJF), 
a Lower Sonoran breeding record for this usually 
Transition Zone species. One was also seen about a 
meadow near Pojoaque, N. Mex., all summer (PRS). 
An Eastern Kingbird was observed at Los Alamos, 
N. Mex., May 16 (PRS), and one (possibly the same 
individual ) was seen there in late July (Les Hawkins, 
W. Burton Lewis, Vincent Mowbray). A Tree Swal- 
low nest was found on the Bosque Refuge, with 6 
young being fed on July 16 (RJF); this is the first 
breeding record for New Mexico, and a lowland one 
as well. Bank 
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Swallow colonies were located near 
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San Marcial, Socorro Co., N. Mex., as well as in the 
lower end of the Bosque Refuge (RJF). A flock of 
17 Am. Crows was observed near Manzano, Torrance 
Co., N. Mex., Aug. 1 (FJF). 

Wrens through Vireos.—A few Rock Wrens nested 
along the lower Colorado River (GM). Bendire’s 
Thrasher was absent as a breeding bird in the desert 
between Blythe and Needles, Calif., for the first time 
since 1945, at least (GM). A Phainopepla nest with 
2 young was discovered at Overton, June 1 (JRY). 
They were present in the Snowflake-Shumway area 
above the Mogollon Rim in Arizona, with 2 being 
seen at Love Lake, near Shumway, July 7; a pair 
near Snowflake, July 18; and at least 24 at Love Lake. 
Aug. 14 (LL). They were more numerous than usual 
at Prescott (HM). A flock of 6 Common Starlings 
was found near Glendale, Ariz., Aug. 17 (RRJ). A 
Warbling Vireo was lingering at Overton as late as 
June 18 (JRY). 

Wood Warblers —A male Cerulean Warbler was 
found dead at Boulder Beach, June 6 (Mrs. Boyland 
fide RKG), a first record for Nevada. Another first 
specimen for Nevada was furnished by an Oven-bird 
that flew into a house at Boulder City, June 16 (Mrs 
A. West fide RKG). A female Macgillivray’s Warbler 
at Boulder City, June 8, was very late (RKG). An 
immature male Am. Redstart was found at Carlsbad. 
N. Mex., June 15 (R. C. Brummett). 

Blackbirds —An adult male Orchard Oriole was 
seen about 15 miles southeast of El Paso, near the 
Rio Grande, June 20 (Mary Belle Keefer, Jasper 
Wooldridge). A Hooded Oriole nest was found in an 
Arizona walnut tree near Yava, Yavapai Co., Ariz., 
June 15 (HM). A Scott's Oriole was observed in 
the Bill Williams Delta, Aug. 3 (GM). About 40 
pairs of Brewer's Blackbirds nested on the O W 
Ranch near Young (RRJ). The Boat-tailed Grackle 
was more common than usual at Safford, Ariz. (SG), 
and a new northernmost record for New Mexico was 
established when a small flock was seen along the 
Rio Grande near Espanola, Aug. 8 (Don and Marge 
Cromer fide PRS). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A male Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak was seen at Boulder City, June 28-29 (W. 
Bromley, Nora Poyser). Most New Mexican  ob- 
servers reported the Black-headed Grosbeak as more 
common than usual. Indigo Buntings were again 
found in Oak Creek Canyon, Ariz., and near Prescott 
(HM). Lazuli Buntings were singing during much 
of July at Snowflake for the first time (LL), they 
were more numerous than usual about Prescott (HM), 
and several were noted at Boulder City as early as 
Aug. 1 (NP). A male Am. Goldfinch was seen at 
Chama, N. Mex, Aug. 1 (PRS). At least one pair 
of Abert’s Towhees nested in Boulder City, with 
young still being fed, June 15 (NP). Several Savan- 
nah Sparrows were seen at Parkview, June 12 (PRS). 
Two male Black-chinned Sparrows were found near 
Headquarters, Big Bend Nat'l Park, June 29 (RLK, 
et al.). Four White-crowned Sparrows were feeding 
in a vineyard about 15 miles southeast of El Paso on 
the extremely late date of June 22 (MBK).—GALE 
Monson, U. S. Fis/ Wildlife Service. Yuma, 
Ariz. 
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NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June and 
July were generally cool and cloudy, interspersed with 
short periods of warmer weather. Some observers 
thought the nesting was 
about normal; others felt it 
was unfavorable for those 
species which nest in April 
and May. From the dates on 
which observers first report- 
ed young birds, it is difficult 
to tell whether they repre- 
sent second broods, or re- 
nestings after the loss of the 
first nest. Normally the fol- 
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\ : ef “ one brood in this Region: 

cemsreg\> 2 J Killdeer, Rufous Humming- 
bird, Traill’s and Western 
Flycatchers, Barn Swallow, Black-capped and Chest- 
nut-backed Chickadees, Bushtit, Bewick’s Wren, 
Western Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Orange- 
crowned and Audubon’s Warblers, Spotted Towhee, 
Savannah Sparrow, Oregon Junco, White-crowned 
and Song Sparrows. 

Grebes, Cormorants.—A young Pied-billed Grebe 
was seen at Bellevue, east of Seattle, June 24 (W. M. 
Hagenstein). At Victoria, 30 nests with eggs of 
Pelagic Cormorants were noted, June 23 (A. R. 
Davidson). 

Geese, Ducks—Downy young Canada Geese were 
seen on water in Lake District, Vancouver Island, 
May 10 (C. J. Guiguet). Newly-hatched Mallards 
were seen at Comox, Vancouver Island, April 25 
(H. M. Laing.) Young Mallards less than a week 
old were seen at Seattle, May 1 (Zella M. Schultz) ; 
and young were seen at Camas, east of Vancouver, 
Wash., May 10 (Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Roberts ). 

Quails, Pheasants, Rails —A Bob-white was sitting 
on eggs at Blaine, Wash., June 29 (Lucile H. Kline). 
The first nesting of California Quail at Seattle was 
generally unsuccessful, with high mortality; the first 
young were seen, July 17 (Violet E. Cannon). A 
clutch of 15 Ring-necked Pheasants hatched at Cor- 
vallis, Oreg., May 19 (R. E. Phillips). The first 
young Ring-necks were seen at Victoria, June 6 
(ARD). An adult Sora was found dead at Seattle, 
July 15 (uncommon—Mrs. H. L. Schumacher). 

Killdeer.—Killdeer were breeding at Camas, Wash., 
in April (ACR). A nest and 4 eggs was seen near 
tidal ponds in South Seattle, April 10 (Keith Mc- 
Donald). A downy young was found at Seattle, May 
8 (Garrett Eddy). At Blaine young were seen the 
third week in May, which is late, with a second brood 
the first week in July (LHK). 

Pigeons, Goatsuckers.—It appeared that Band-tailed 
Pigeons had a fairly successful nesting season in the 
Seattle area; 13 banded pairs came to Eddy’s feeding 
station with young throughout the season, averaging 
just under one young per pair. A few Band-tails were 
nesting at Camas in early June; and a pair was nest- 
ing at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine the fourth week 
in June, where one Mourning Dove was seen, June 
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16. The only actual breeding records for western 


Washington are on the “prairies” south of Tacoma 
Mourning Doves seen in other parts of the area are 
stragglers. Common Nighthawks arrived in the Puget 
Biotic Province very late. Normally heard the last of 
May, they were not noted in Seattle and Victoria 
until June 11 (ZMS, ARD). They were scarce in 
Victoria, but seemed to be common and increasing in 
metropolitan areas of Seattle. Mrs. Schumacher re 
ceived a young one on Aug. 6, that was about 2 weeks 
old. 

Swifts, Hummingbirds, W ood peckers.—Black swifts 
were seen more commonly in the lowlands than usual ; 
2 were at Victoria, June 1, with 50 on June 10; and 
15 at Blaine, Jume 7. Mrs. Schumacher observed 
newly-hatched Rufous Hummingbirds north of Seattle, 
April 30. They were in the nest 3 weeks. The female 
immediately built another nest nearby and laid another 
set of eggs. They were nesting at Bellevue, May 14 
(WMH); at Camas, May 20; and at Blaine the 
second week in June. Young left the nest at 
Longview. July 18 (A. B. Lintecum). Red-shafted 
Flickers were feeding young in the nest at Seattle, 
May 9 (VEC). One young Pileated Woodpecker was 
seen at Victoria, July 16 (ARD). Lewis's Wood- 
peckers were feeding young in the nest at Westport, 
Grays Harbor, Wash., May 13 (Vivian Thorne, Mrs 
G. C. Henretty, Mrs. Neil Haig). Two young were 
seen on a nesting tree at Bellevue, July 13 (WMH). 
A brood of Hairy Woodpeckers was about ready to 
leave the nest on one of the San Juan Islands, May 
31 (ZMS); and one young was seen out of the nest 
east of Seattle, June 1 (VEC). Young Downy Wood 
peckers were out of the nest at Seattle, June 25 
(VEC); and on Whidbey Island, Wash, June 29 
(VT). 

Flycatchers, Larks—Western Flycatchers were 
feeding young out of nest south of Tacoma, July 6 
(VT). For the first time in the 8 years Theed Pearse 
has been at Comox, no Western Flycatchers were 
noted. The irregular Hammond's Flycatchers were 
feeding flying young at Snoqualmie Pass summit, east 
King Co., Wash., July 13 (VEC). Davidson saw a 
Horned Lark at Victoria, June 8, and 2 were seen on 
the airport north of Victoria, in July. Munro and 
Cowan in Bird Fauna of British Columbia, p. 154, 
state they are ‘casual on southern Vancouver Island, 
but not recorded since 1899." No breeding Horned 
Larks are credited to northwestern Washington in the 
literature. However, we have definite records from 
Birch Bay, near Blaine (Kline): and males singing 
continuously in other localities throughout the season, 
would imply nesting (ZMS). 

Swallows.—Young Violet-green Swallows were in 
a nest box at Camas late in May. They were nesting 
at Blaine the first week in June; and young were out 
of the nest at Victoria, June 25. At Comox, part of a 
brood took wing, June 28. Another pair were feeding 
their second brood, July 28, after a mishap with the 
first (HML). The maximum nesting of Barn Swal- 
lows at Camas was from May 7 to 20 (ACR). The 
first brood at Blaine was noted the second week in 
June, with a second brood the last week in July. A 
Violet-green Swallow about 8 days old was brought 
to Mrs. Schumacher at Seattle, June 26; a 2-weeks 
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old Tree Swallow, June 21; and a very young Barn 
Swallow, June 20. Mrs. Schumacher has exceptional 
success in raising young birds that have met mis- 
fortune. Cliff Swallows were nesting at Camas in late 
May. They were building nests at Bellevue, May 15 
(WMH). Fifty-five pairs were breeding at Mrs. 
Kline’s place near Blaine, June 17. At Victoria, 80+ 
Cliff Swallows, with young birds, were flocked, on 
June 28. 

Ravens, Crows.—First young Common Ravens were 
out of the nest at Comox, July 19 (HML). A young 
Northwest Crow was ready to leave the nest in San 
Juan County, Wash., June 5 (ZMS). 

Chickadees through W'rens.—Black-capped Chicka- 
dees were nest-building at Bellevue, April 20 
(WMH). They were incubating at Blaine the first 
week in May. Chestnut-backed Chickadees north of 
Seattle were carrying rabbit fur for a second nest, 
May 21 (ZMS). A pair with young were working a 
willow clump at Comox, July 26. Common Bushtits 
were nest-building at Seattle and Bellevue as early 
as March 21; other reports were received up to April 
3. Young birds were observed leaving the nest, May 
23 (WMH, RMB). They continued to spread up the 
east coast of Vancouver Island, and were noted as 
nesting at Parksville, 22 miles north of Nanaimo, 
April 19 (J. Stainer fide CJG). Young Brown Creep- 
ers were out of the nest at Victoria, May 31 (ARD). 
House Wrens were feeding young out of the nest 
south of Tacoma, July 6 (uncommon—VT). Young 
Bewick’s Wrens left nest at Victoria, May 12 
(B. Newton). A pair of Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were at their nest near Victoria, July 31 (ARD) 
Munro and Cowan (op. cit., p. 171) state that it was 
resident “formerly at least, on southern Vancouver 
Island.” 

Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—Am. Robins nested 
three times in many places, starting to build nests 
around the first of April. The pattern at Blaine was 
fairly typical: first brood the 4th week in April, the 
second brood the second week in June, and the third 
brood the fourth week in July. Varied Thrushes were 
just out of the nest south of Tacoma, May 23 (Seattle 
Audubon Soc.). A pair was nesting at Longview, 
June 2 (ABL). Olive-backed Thrushes were not 
heard as plentifully at Seattle as normally. There were 
15 breeding pairs in Mrs. Kline’s vicinity at Blaine 
the fourth week in June. Western Bluebirds were 
feeding young in the nest south of Tacoma, May 23 
(VEC). They were carrying food at Camas, June 9, 
and the young were out of the nest, June 23. Young 
Western Bluebirds were flying at Victoria, July 13; 
and Golden-crowned Kinglets were out of nest, 
July 18. Cedar Waxwings were nest-building at 
Seattle, June 13 (RMB); and were feeding young 
out of the nest on Whidbey Island, June 29 (VT). 

Vireos, Warblers —Red-eyed Vireos were seen and 
heard near their nest at Seattle, June 28 (VT). A 
Solitary Vireo 5 or 6 days old was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher, July 12. The first young Warbling Vireos 
were seen at Victoria, June 12. Young out of the 
nest were being fed at Bellevue, July 24. Orange- 
crowned Warblers were out of the nest at Blaine the 
first week in June. The first young Orange-crowns 


358 


were seen at Victoria, June 12 (ARD); and they 
were flying at Seattle, June 17 (VEC), where 4 
week-old bird was brought to Mrs. Schumacher op 
June 30. Nashville Warblers were feeding young at 
Seattle by July 30 (VEC). Yellow Warblers were 
nesting at Blaine the second week in June. The first 
young were seen at Victoria, June 17; and on Whid. 
bey Island, they were being fed out of the nest, June 
29. Mrs. Schumacher had an Audubon’s Warbler g 
or 9 days old brought to her on May 31. Audubon’s 
were out of nest at Comox. June 24 (HML); on 
Whidbey Island, June 29, and south of Tacoma on 
July 7 (VT). Young Townsend’s Warblers were 
flying at Snoqualmie Summit, July 13 (VEC). Black. 
capped Warblers were feeding young in the nest at 
Blaine the first week in June. They were seen and 
heard near the nest on Whidbey 
(VT). 

Blackbirds, Orioles, A female Yellow. 
headed Blackbird was seen at Seattle, June 8 and 9 
(VEC). The Bullock’s Oriole reported at Bellevue 
in May was in the area 3 months, but no nest was 
found (WMH). Brewer's Blackbirds were nesting 
at Blaine the second week in May, and young were 
out of the nest at Camas, June 6. Young Brewer's 
were being weaned on Whidbey Island, June 29 
(VT). Several juvenal Western Tanagers were seen 
at Longview, Aug. 2 (ABL). 

Finches.—A road-killed female Black-headed Gros. 
beak in the Whatcom Co., Wash., foothills, July 4, 
had no incubation patch, but a soft-shelled egg in the 
oviduct (ZMS). They were nesting south of Tacoma, 
July 6 (VT). Young left the nest at Seattle, July 
17 (VEC). A pair of the rare Lazuli Buntings was 
seen by Mrs. Kline near Blaine, June 18. House 
Finches were nesting at Camas in late May. They 
seemed to be more numerous at Longview, where 
they were nesting the first part of June. House Finches 
nested in several places in Seattle; were first noted 
in the northwest section, July 14, where the young 
left the nest, July 29 (Fleisher). Young were flying 
in the southwest section, July 23 (VEC). Am. Gold. 
finches were nesting at Camas, May 20. At Seattle, 
a nest was completed, May 30; young were being fed 
in nest, June 29; and were flying, July 4 (VEC). 
They were nesting at Blaine the last week in June. 
Davidson saw 25 Red Crossbills in his yard at Vic- 
toria, June 12. This species is common all summer 
(and probably breeds) in areas where Lodgepole 
Pine (Pinus contorta) is found. 

Sparrows.—The first young Spotted Towhees were 
seen at Seattle, May 29 (VEC). Savannah Sparrows 
(brooks1) were seen with young at Comox, June 1. 
Eight pairs nested in Mrs. Kline’s area near Blaine; 
the first brood hatched the first week in June, and 
another brood the last week in July. Two Oregon 
Juncos, color-banded north of Seattle in January, 
were paired by Feb. 10; on territory by April 22. 
The female, trapped early on May 6, laid an egg in 
the trap; disappeared the second week in May. The 
male paired with a new female, which had an active 
incubation patch, June 8 (ZMS). Independent young 
Oregon Juncos were seen on Whidbey Island, June 
29 (VT). Juvenal juncos were at a bird bath at 
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Seattle, July 25 (RMB); and the second brood at 
Longview was out of the nest, July 27 (ABL). Chip- 
ping Sparrows were nesting at Camas by May 10, and 
were last seen in July, when they scattered. They were 
nesting at Blaine the second week in May. Many 
were nesting on the S. Tacoma ‘‘prairies’” the last 
of May (SAS). The first independent young were 
seen at Comox, June 29; and were at a bird bath in 
Seattle, July 8. White-crowned Sparrows nested at 
Camas the first week in May, and scattered in July. 
At Seattle a pair was feeding young in the nest, May 
29: and had a second nesting the first of August. 
Another pair began to feed young, July 7; and 
brought them to the feeding station, July 27 (VEC). 
Other young at Seattle were at a feeding tray, June 
9 (RMB). South of Tacoma they were feeding young 
out of the nest, July 6 (VT). The first brood at 
Blaine was hatched the last week of July. White- 
crowns hatched at Longview, June 27; were out of 
the nest, July 8. The first brood of Song Sparrows 
were in the nest north of Seattle, May 21, with the 
second brood, Aug. 2. Juvenals were at the feeding 
station, July 1, and had disappeared by the last of 
July (ZMS). At Camas, Song Sparrows were nesting 
in early May. Young were flying at Longview, June 
30, with a second brood, Aug. 5.—MARTHA R. 
FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION .—Tempera- 
tures remained generally below normal in the in- 
terior with consequent warm weather on the coast. 
Although obser- 
vations show ab- 
normal displace- 
ment of several 
species and in- 
teresting margin- 
al records, no 
generalizations 
appear to be just- 
ified. 

Grebes, Peli- 
cans.—Off La- 
Salva Beach north 
of Moss Land- 
ing on June 27 
Charles and Vi- 
ola Anderson 
saw about 200 
Western Grebes. 
Beginning July 
ll, when Etta W. Smith saw 58 in the air over 
Alviso, White Pelicans were present in coastal areas. 
At Dumbarton Bridge, a few miles to the north, there 
were about 100, July 26 (Junea W. Kelly) and these 
had increased to about 300 by Aug. 15 (Howard L. 
Cogswell). William K. Kirsher saw 75 flying high 
10 miles north of Sacramento, Aug. 8; and east of the 
Sierran crest Edwin R. Pickett and Barbara O'Neill 
counted 50 over Markleeville, Aug. 4. The Andersons 
reported hundreds of Brown Pelicans in the Monterey 
Bay area during July and Cogswell counted 110 at the 




















San Francisco Cliff House, July 13. 

Herons, Geese.—Herons, apparently attracted by 
small fish which could be seen near the surface of the 
water, were in unusual concentration at Alviso where 
Mrs. Smith counted 25 Great Blue Herons, July 11 
and 4, July 25; 8 Am. Egrets on July 11 and 43, July 
25; and 27 Black-crowned Night Herons, July 11, 
and 21 on July 25. A. J. Argante found a Snowy 
Egret at the south end of Lake Tahoe on July 3 where 
the same observer saw 4 Am. Bitterns, June 27. 
Black Brant, reported in early June at Bodega Bay in 
the Spring Season, were seen there, July 2, when 
Joseph Kittredge counted 17. On June 22, Walter J 
Fitzpatrick saw a pair of Mallards flying over Tioga 
Pass, 10,000 ft. elevation. 

Vultures, Hawks.—At Pinnacles National Monu- 
ment, Betty Jackson found the nest of a Turkey 
Vulture with one downy young on July 7. White- 
tailed Kites were reported in the vicinity of Monterey 
Bay during June and July with 3 on July 23 (CA, 
VA); near Newark, one on Aug. 15 (HLC); and 3 
north of Sacramento, Aug. 7 (WKK). There was an 
immature Golden Eagle at the Pinnacles, June 6 
(BJ). The Argantes saw a Bald Eagle at the top of 
a tall dead redwood at Richardson’s Grove State Park 
in southern Humboldt County, July 31. At the south 
end of Lake Tahoe, F. G. Evenden and the Argantes 
found 2 Ospreys ‘“‘with a nest’ on June 27 where the 
Argantes observed them again on July 3 and 14. 

Shorebirds, Alcids.—Migratory movement of Rjnged 
Plover in late July is indicated by reports from four 
areas: Moss Landing, 5, July 20 (CA, VA); San 
Francisco Bay, about 35 at Bay Farm Island, July 29 
(HLC); Jenner, 9, July 22 (JK); and Bodega Bay, 
15 on July 28 (WKK). The nesting of Willets at 
Lake Tahoe reported in the spring Season report was 
unsuccessful; the eggs failed to hatch (ERP). Eight 
single Wandering Tattlers sighted along the coast 
north of Bodega Bay on July 28 (WKK) seem to be 
evidence of migratory movement. Ken Legg had seen 
one near Santa Cruz on July 25. The Andersons re- 
ported a Red Knot and a Baird’s Sandpiper on both 
July 21 and 27 at Moss Landing. Western Sandpipers 
began moving into the Region in early July with 53 
near Moss Landing, first of the season, July 1 (CA, 
VA); 210 at Bodega Bay, July 2 (JK); and 20 at 
Carmel, July 4 (Emily Smith). On the shores of San 
Leandro Bay, Alameda County, Cogswell found none 
on June 22; about 60, July 13; and 18,000 (+3000), 
July 29. At Elkhorn Slough near Moss Landing the 
Andersons found 3 nests of Am. Avocets and one 
chick able to swim but not fly on July 4. Cogswell saw 
about 30 adults and 3 non-flying young near Dumbar- 
ton Bridge, Aug. 15, and watched numbers at Bay 
Farm Island increase from one on July 29 to about 
400, Aug. 14. Red Phalaropes were seen on Elkhorn 
Slough, 6 on June 6 and one, July 28 (CA, VA) 
The same observers found 3 Wilson’s Phalaropes near 
Moss Landing, July 4, and 40 on Elkhorn Slough, 
July 28. Cogswell reported a ¢ and 3 9's at Bay 
Farm Island in breeding plumage and 4 in winter 
plumage, Aug. 4. At Natural Bridges State Park near 
Santa Cruz on June 9, Legg saw 2 Northern Phala- 
ropes. There were thousands at Alviso, July 25 


359 





(EWS); about 250 on Elkhorn Slough, July 28 (CA, 
VA); and about 8000 near Dumbarton Bridge, Aug. 
15 (HLC). Pigeon Guillemots were feeding young at 
Natural Bridges State Park, June 25 (KL). On Mon- 
terey Bay there were 3 Ancient Murrelets, July 22 
(CA, VA). 

Owls through Swallows.—Great Gray Owls are 
seen more commonly every year in Yosemite. This 
summer they were reported frequently, especially at 
Bridalveil Campground, 7000 ft. (WJF). Vaux’s 
Swifts were observed at three interior locations: 2 at 
Whitehall, Eldorado Co., June 19 (ERP, Bob Gra- 
ham); one near Hobart Mills, Nevada Co., July 11, 
where one was seen repeatedly in 1950 and 1951 
(HLC); and 3 at Burney Falls, Shasta Co., July 8 
(HLC). Junea W. Kelly watched the nesting of an 
Anna’s Hummingbird in her Alameda garden from 
Jan. 4, when it was discovered nest building, through 
the complete cycle. The first egg was laid, Jan. 20, and 
the second, Jan. 22. The first egg hatched, Feb. 6 and 
the second, Feb. 7. The first bird left the nest, March 
3 and the second, March 4. The Andersons located a 
new colony of Bank Swallows near Watsonville and 
Legg found 2 large colonies of at least 300 on San 
Andreas Road, 15 miles east of Santa Cruz. 

Nutcrackers through Orioles—A Clark's Nut- 
cracker wandered down to Yosemite Valley, June 10 
(WJF). Chestnut-backed Chickadees were feeding 
young out of the nest on Mill Creek near Mt. Veedor 
Road, 214 miles WNW of Napa, June 16 (RHP). 
At Summit Lake, Lassen National Park, at 6700 ft., 


Cogswell found 2 Winter Wrens, one singing, July g, 
Near Soladad there were 3 Phainopeplas, June 19 
(CA, VA). A pair of Yellow-headed Blackbirds was § 
seen near Lakeport, July 5 (HLC). A. Lawrence 
Curl watched an adult male Hooded Oriole with one 
young in El Cerrito, June 16. 

Finches and Sparrows —A fall wandering Blue 
Grosbeak was seen near Forestville, Sonoma Co., Aug. 
4 (JK). Fitzpatrick reported that a great abundance 
of Evening Grosbeaks from El Portal, 2000 ft., to 
Lukens Lake, 8500 ft., in Yosemite Park through 
July and into August was the most unusual phenome. 
non of the season. At 6000 ft. elevation in Eldorado 
County. Pickett watched young being fed, Aug. 11, 
Pine Grosbeak reports have never been so numerous 
as this year in Yosemite, where they were seen from 
Peregoy Meadow to Lukens Lake (WJF). Red Cross. 
bills were reported from Silver Lake, Amador Co,, 
June 20 (FGE, WKK) and Lake Tahoe, July 14 
(AJA) to Modoc and Siskiyou Counties, July 8 and 9 
(HLC). In the Coast Range there were 2 2's and 
a 2 on Crockett Peak in NE Lake County. 5100 ft, 


foraging in fallen yellow pine cones, July 6 (HLC); 


and from July 27 to Aug. 24, Lelah Miller and Emily 7 
Smith saw at least 6 adults at Mt. Hermon, Santa Cruz 
Co., where some were seen from June 8 to Aug.5, 
1951. Fox Sparrows were feeding 3 youn; in a nest 
on Sheetiron Mountain, 6380 ft., NE Lake Co., July 
6 (HLC).—RusseELt H. Pray, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., 
Berkeley 7, Calif. 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 


Dates - - December 25 - January 2 
January 17, 1955) 


(Deadline for Copy - 


Forms are being mailed out to Count compilers of other years about November 20th. Any 
compiler not receiving this blank by December 15th, please notify: 


Miss Elizabeth S. Manning 
1130 Fifth Avenue, New York 28, N. Y. 


Requests for forms and instructions from compilers of new areas should also be so ad- | 


dressed. 


Where there is a question of overlapping areas, each compiler of a Count should submit 
a map of his proposed territory before December Ist to: 


Mr. Charles E. Mohr 


Audubon Center, R. F. D. + 3 


Greenwich, Conn. 


In these cases a map should also be attached to the Count. 





WINTER BIRD-POPULATION STUDY 


Make at least 6 census trips, preferably more. These should be conducted from December 18th to February 6th. 
May we have reports sent to Patuxent Wildlife Refuge by March 7th. 
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